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“The duties of teaching and
pioneering are enjoined upon all
believers. There are no special
categories of believers for these
functions. Any Bahá’í who spreads
the Message of Bahá’u’lláh is a
teacher, any Bahá’í who moves to
another area to spread the Faith is a
pioneer.”
(Shoghi Effendi, Lights of
Guidance, p. 572)
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SECTION 1

∏
BAHA’I PIONEERING
•

I7 Feb 1939 - In a letter to the
National Spiritual Assembly of
India the Guardian
encouraged the concept of
expansion by settlement to
which he applied the name
"pioneering"

•

3-6 May 1953 - At the AllAmerican Intercontinental
Teaching Conference held in
Chicago, five members of the
National Spiritual Assembly of
the United States resign from
that body in order to go
pioneering: Elsie Austin,
Dorothy Baker, Matthew
Bullock, Mamie Seto, and Dr
William Kenneth Christian.

•

The bounty of God will come
to every community that is
sending a pioneer.
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SECTION 2

∏
BAHA’I PIONEERING
•

1968 - Two Chilean Bahá’ís,
Aníbal Soto, a telegraph
operator in the Chilean Navy
and his wife, Norma Soto, are
posted to a Chilean base in
Antarctica.

•

1938. Pioneer Status Clarified:
Who is a Pioneer?

•

"The place of settlement of any
pioneer depends on his
circumstances. If therefore, he
can not settle in the localities
suggested by the receiving
National Spiritual Assembly,
this does not mean that he
should not be considered a
pioneer. Any believer who
arises and leaves his home to
journey to another country for
the purpose of teaching the
Cause is a pioneer.”
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SECTION 3

∏
BAHA’I PIONEERING
•

"As you know, one of the
objectives of every pioneer is
to settle and become selfsupporting, if possible. If the
localities where this condition
can be met are not the same as
the goals of the National
Assembly, such goals may
have to be filled by the
National Assembly making use
of homefront pioneers. The
friends are free to go wherever
they like and even those
supported by the Fund should
not be subjected to rigid rules."

•

Bahá’u’lláh Himself has not
only enjoined on every one the
duty of teaching His Faith, but
stated if you cannot go
yourself, to send someone in
your stead.
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