Elizabeth Stankie & Family
PO Box 31
Dunolly 3472 Vic, Australia
The below letter dated 12 Aug 1992 was receive from Elizabeth Stankie approximately a
week or two after I returned to Battle Creek, Michigan USA from Australia. I had went
to Australia to discuss with TAFE officials and community development NGOs about the
possibility of submitting a grant proposal to the Kellogg Foundation to train teachers in
the finer techniques of teaching aboriginal children in outlying areas (Outback) of
Australia and to financially sustain each teacher for a mutually agreed period of time.
Hopefully, this would eliminate the problem of sending short-time teachers, a process
that did not allow enough time for teachers to build confidence and establish a long-term
relationship with their students.
I decided on this project after a friend who was a Program Manager at the Kellogg
Foundation informed me that there was a strong possibility that in the near future
(sometime in 1992-93) the foundation would expand its community development
initiatives to include regions outside the Continental United States. In anticipation, I
contacted Tom Jones (Australia native and local educator) to begin planning for my fourweek stay. This would entail my traveling to various parts of Australia (mainly in the
eastern regions) to meet with local and national government officials and their NGO
counterparts to discuss the feasibility of setting up an ‘Outback Aborigine Teaching
Project’. 1
While in Australia I took opportunity to visit the Baha’i House of Worship located at 173
Mona Vale Road in Ingleside, a northern suburb of Sydney. When I arrived there was a
major (5 day?) conference about to begin, and I was invited to attend. To avoid a daily
return to my hotel accommodations in downtown Sydney, I was given a place to sleep in
the attached dorm where a few other attendees had made similar arrangements.
I met Elizabeth Stankie at the conference, and I think she was then a member of the
Auxiliary Board. I place her last letter posted to me because in it she mentions several
Baha’is whose activities may be of historical note. They are: Effie Baker (1st woman to
become a Baha’i in Australia, and the photographer for the Dawn Breakers), Stella
(surname?)—Elizabeth’s spiritual grandmother—she having just returned from Haifa and
is planning to go to Arnhem Land in Australia [presumably to travel-teach], and several
of Elizabeth’s friends—Jack & Ruth Newton, Bob & Monica Johnson, and Crist BernaroUrrutia & Family are planning to travel-teach in Chile, South America immediately after
attending the 1992 Baha’i World Congress in New York City. Read the entire letter
below.
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I also made a one-week side trip to Wellington, New Zealand where I engaged in discussions with the
Mori people who apprised me of their forefathers colonial experiences and resulting current social
abnormalities that are directly linked to that period of their history.

