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DEDICATED TO
Creadell Haley
Baha’i Pioneer, United
States to Venezuela.

“The greater the difficulty
the more glory in surmounting it. Skillful pilots
gain their reputation from
storms and tempests”.

CREADELL HALEY
4 JUL 1916 - 2 NOV 2000

~Epictetus
Baha’i Prayer for Pioneers
Thou knowest, O God, and art my witness that I have no desire in my heart
save to attain Thy good pleasure, to be confirmed in servitude unto Thee, to
consecrate myself in Thy service, to labor in Thy great vineyard and to sacrifice all in Thy path. Thou art the All-Knowing and the All-Seeing. I have no
wish save to turn my steps, in my love for Thee, towards the mountains and
the deserts to loudly proclaim the advent of Thy Kingdom, and to raise Thy
call amidst all men. O God! Open Thou the way for this helpless one, grant
Thou the remedy to this ailing one and bestow Thy healing upon this afflicted
one. With burning heart and tearful eyes I supplicate Thee at Thy Threshold.
O God! I am prepared to endure any ordeal in Thy path and desire with all
my heart and soul to meet any hardship.

A contribution was made in her
memory to the National Spiritual
Assembly of the Baha’is of Eritrea.

O God! Protect me from tests. Thou knowest full well that I have turned
away from all things and freed myself of all thoughts. I have no occupation
save mention of Thee and no aspiration save serving Thee.
‘Abdu’l-Bahá
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Creadell Haley was born on 4 July 1916 in Pawhuska, Oklahoma. In
high school she became fascinated by auto mechanics, stemming from
a class she had taken, and upon graduation decided that field of study
as a post-graduate. She soon found that as a young woman she would
not easily be accepted as an apprentice in that field. The difficulties
she encountered soon revealed her true passion, wanting to fly, and to
learn more about engines and machines. Creadell applied at a local
airfield and was accepted into the course. The family had previously
moved from Oklahoma to Illinois, and during this time (the late 1930s)
Illinois became a mecca for civilian aviation. It was therefore easier for
her to arrange for flying lessons than it had been to become a mechanic. She was the only female in the course, and her instructor related that “she was the best of all their students”.
In 1941 she was ready to solo for her pilots license. However World
War II intervened and all civilian pilot licenses were halted when the
Army took over the airport. Creadell’s instructor advised her to join the
Army. Taking his advice, on 4 Sep 1942, she joined the Women’s Army
Auxiliary Corps (WAAC). She was not able to fly, but as a member of
the Army Motor Corps her abilities as a mechanic were honed even
finer.
After military service, Creadell returned to Illinois, enrolled in Wilberforce University, and also returned to the airfield where she was able to
quickly received her private pilot’s license, thereby, fulfilling her dream.
She later left Wilberforce University to enroll in the Los Angeles Conservatory of Music, and later continued her music education at San Jose
State University. It was during this period while in California that she
was introduced to the Baha’i Faith. The record is not clear as to how
this came about, nor of her immediate activities. However, what is clear
is that she was inspired to represent the faith as a pioneer to Venezuela. Here she would remain until her return to the United States in
1999, and became a resident at St. Mary’s Court Apartments in the
Foggy Bottom section of Washington, DC.
Creadell Haley achieved unique status both as a woman and as a minority. She gave wings to her ambitions which manifested in subsequent accomplishments, venturing into those fields to which she aspired.
Adapted from: Foggy Bottom News, Profile: Creadell Haley, by Marifram D. Langwardt, June 2000.
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FOREWORD

This is my ‘Trip Report’ of time I spent in Eritrea during late 2000.
It contains events that transpired in the Baha’i Community of Asmara, people whom I met, those who provided assistance, and of
my interaction with the larger Eritrean society.
Eritrea is the first leg of a two year research and global human development project that will include travel to six African countries.
The purpose for my trip was to fulfilled several objectives.
Objectives
1. Engage in local Baha’i teaching and Baha’i community consolidation efforts;
2. Gain understanding of the history of Baha’i Faith in the Horn of
Africa, and of its uniqueness as a model for conveyance of
spiritual expediency within diverse African societies;
3. Pursue professional goals in global human development with
focused intent on moral leadership, enhancement of law to
strengthen social order, and the introduction of ethical performance criteria into systems of governance; trilateral means for
systematically embedding justice in societal architectures and
its institutional frameworks.
The third objective is, inextricably, the prime waypoint in the advance and maintenance of quality of life (both spiritual and material) on this planet. Its is viable means for directing an emerging
global ethos, maps inclusiveness, and as a byproduct protects
the natural environment in ways that preserves the quality of all
life on the planet.
Research
Research revealed that sparked by faith, initiative and commitment, cadres of dedicated believers spearheaded Baha’i community growth and development in the Horn of Africa; and by consolidating their efforts, the global expansion of the Baha’i Faith in the
was region was assured.
_________
Image source unknown.
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Researchers, scholars and others over extended
time-horizons will labor mightily to piece together
events, names, people, places, dates and conditions in order to acquire broader understanding
of the spread, influence and significance impact
of the Baha’i Faith and its theology on the progressive development of human society, globally.
Much information is already available about recognized notables in the Baha’i Faith. However,
less is known about those who constitute the
‘rank and file’, i.e., those individuals that comprise the majority in Baha’i communities, and
upon whose shoulders the burden of teaching,
expansion and consolidation is borne. Making
them known and preserving the details of their
efforts will help ensure greater adequacy in rendering a more complete history of the expansion
of the Baha’i Faith. Subsequently, this will improve as quality materials are uncovered and
made available for research and analysis. Such
information will prove invaluable to future historians. It is hoped that this will be the goal of every
individual believer, and certainly a concerted
and continuing effort by all Baha’i administrative
bodies.
Documentation
As previously stated, this report is written mainly
with historical purpose in mind, to document (admittedly, in a very limited way) and make available information, events and activities that transpired during my time spent in Eritrea during late
2000. Though I was mainly in Asmara, time and
circumstances did permit a more complete rendering of Baha’i activities held in that community
nor country-wide. However, I took many photographs and made great effort to identify all those
who appear. My thanks to all who gave on-the-

spot assistance when approached to be photographed for help with names and their correct
spelling; and to numerous others who provided
support and assistance in a variety of ways.
Overall, this report may be considered insignificant as it lacks professional journalistic rendering. And it is much less than a rain drop of much
broader endeavors by many skilled believers located in various regions, as it is they who fully understand the significance of making available reliable information of Baha’i events and activities
taking place within their respective locations.
External
I did not limit my activities just the Baha’i community, but also also engaged people and participated in activities within the greater Eritrean society, some of which is recorded herein.
Archive Retrieval
After fourteen years, I returned to the United
States and was able to retrieve archived materials from my rented storage locker in Ann Arbor,
Michigan. Unfortunately, I discovered that some
Baha’i materials went missing (theft) and some
had suffered damage (invasive wildlife). Those
damaged included journals, documents, notes,
and travel-teaching records. Thief included a
signed copy of the ‘Priceless Pearl’ (one of a limited number signed by the Guardian’s wife),
paintings by a noted Baha’i artist in Arizona, my
personal Chinese chop, and several other items.
In addition, many photographs, photographic
slides, and computer diskettes suffered damage
due to squirrel infestation. That which survived I
moved to a different location; after which I spent
the better part of five months first cleaning and
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APPRECIATION

restoring, and then scanning these materials for digital storage.
_______________________
My thanks and appreciation to all who assisted us during our stay in Eritrea. You helped to make life easier and our stay most enjoyable. And
special thanks to those who worked behind the scene, desiring to remain anonymous, though I think I know who some of you are.
Berhane Gila-Michael was very helpful, repeatedly providing personal
assistance and efforts to help me acquire gainful employment. Special
thanks to Ernestine Tedla and her husband Mihtsun, who were instrumental in my being able acquired living accommodations at Sembel
Residential Housing Complex, and to him also for allowing me to use
his office computer to complete my resume and employment applications; and to them also for the dinner invitation and a most enjoyable
meal in their home. My special thanks also to Weini Tesfay for her kind
words, efforts and encouragement, and for the much appreciated going away gifts she presented to just prior to our departure from Eritrea.
The people whom I met and friends made outside the Baha’i community will always be remembered for their hospitality and strong support.
Special thanks to Rahwa Ghermai, local artist, for it was she who provided invaluable information about Asmara and its people during my
several invited visits to her home. She happily posed for photographs
as she engaged her artwork, arranged for me to meet Faytinga (acclaimed revolutionary and international singer). I’m especially thankful
for her often repeated advice to be cautious when meeting and talking
with strangers.
This advice that was also given to me by others, the main reason being
that I am a stranger and though the war between Eritrea and Ethiopia
had ended the government still was on high alert status to protect its
citizens against spies and all internal/external threats. My warm regards also to Rahwa’s mother who upon my request willingly provided
me instruction for the preparation Eritrean cuisine.
Once again, my thanks to all of you for your kindness and assistance to
my son, Na’il, and I.
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Villagers, Berantu, Eritrea

REPORT

Eritrea, 17 Sep 2000 – 16 Nov 2000
This report is submitted as historical record of my sojourn in Eritrea,
and events that transpired during my stay. It includes information on
Baha’i community activities, and the people whom I met within the
greater Eritrean community; including local artists, government officials,
business executives, various professionals and personages, and others
whom had suffered the ravages of war in their home country and had
immigrated to Eritrea. All photographs were taken by me unless otherwise noted. I am solely responsible for all mistakes, real or imagined,
contained in this document. Verifiable corrections will be made.
This is the continuation of my original plan to complete documentation
of Baha’i events and activities as I experienced them. Though it was
not always possible for me to remain consistent in this effort, still, much
material was developed. Hopefully, it may be useful for additional research and analysis.
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With loving regards,
Terry N. Randolph
Terry Nelson Randolph
April 7, 2015
Cape Town, Sea Point, South Africa
Website: http://www.obeisancebaha.org

The above image is my Chinese chop, acquired in Singapore
in 1985, and used extensively in both South Korea and Taiwan. A classic Chinese signature style, but no longer prominent in modern-day Asian societies.
Studio Portrait: Penang, Malaysia, 2006

CHAPTER 2

AFRICA
CHALLENGES AND OPPORTUNITIES
In 1996, the Universal House of Justice describes
challenges and opportunities facing the African
continent in the latter years of the 20th century.
Among the difficulties afflicting life in Africa, the
House of Justice lists such problems as ethnic conflict, political factionalism, economic distress, social dislocation and intense human suffering. It
also expresses confidence in the ability of the African Bahá'í community to win great victories for the
Cause of Bahá'u'lláh. To this end, Bahá'ís and

Bahá'í institutions are called upon to avoid interference in partisan politics, to eliminate tribal prejudice, to foster education, and generally to use Baha’i teachings as the basis for transforming aspects
of tribal and family life.

*******
For long centuries the African continent, or rather that great part of it which lies south of the Sahara,
remained relatively isolated from the rest of the world, untroubled and scarcely touched by the surging conflicts of the nations to the north and east. Now, rapidly emerging into the mainstream of international interest, the African peoples, who were compared by Bahá'u'lláh to the black pupil of the eye
through which "the light of the spirit shineth forth", are being swept by the heady enthusiasms of newfound independence, torn by the conflicting forces of divergent political interests, their vision obscured by the haze of materialism and the dust of nationalistic passions and age-old tribal rivalries.
In the midst of the storm and stress of the battles of selfish interests being waged about them, stand
the followers of the Most Great Name, their sight attracted to the rising Sun of God's Holy Cause, their
hearts welded together in a bond of true unity with all the children of men, and their voices raised in a
universal song of praise to the Glory of God and the oneness of mankind, calling on their fellow-men
to forget and forgo their differences and join them in obedience and service to God's Holy Command
in this Day.
The Army of the Cause, advancing at the bidding of the Lord to conquer the hearts of men, can never
be defeated, but its rate of advance can be slowed down by acts of unwisdom and ignorance on the
part of its supporters. We are writing you this letter to help in clarifying some of the issues that have,
in the past, blurred the vision of some of the believers, and caused them to commit errors of judgement which have retarded the progress of the Faith in their countries.
One of these issues, and by far the most important, is a lack of appreciation of the implications of the
Bahá'í principle of non-interference in political affairs....
So vital is this principle of non-interference in political matters, which must govern the acts and words
of Bahá'ís in every land, that Shoghi Effendi has written that "Neither the charges which the uninformed and the malicious may be led to bring against them, nor the allurements of honours and rewards" would ever induce the true believers to deviate from this path, and that their words and conduct must proclaim that the followers of Bahá'u'lláh "are actuated by no selfish ambition, that they neither thirst for power, nor mind any wave of unpopularity, of distrust or criticism, which a strict adherence to their standards might provoke."
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"Difficult and delicate though be our task," he continues, "the sustaining power of Bahá'u'lláh and of
His Divine guidance will assuredly assist us if we follow steadfastly in His way, and strive to uphold
the integrity of His laws. The light of His redeeming grace, which no earthly power can obscure, will, if
we persevere, illuminate our path, as we steer our course amid the snares and pitfalls of a troubled
age, and will enable us to discharge our duties in a manner that would redound to the glory and the
honour of His blessed Name."
The second issue which causes difficulties for the African friends in these days is the matter of tribalism. As Bahá'ís they are convinced that mankind is one and must be viewed as one entity, yet, as
members of their respective tribes, they find themselves expected by their non-Bahá'í brothers to
give their first loyalty to, and even aggressively pursue the interests of, their tribe. They live, moreover,
in an atmosphere which is only too often one of mistrust, fear and even hatred against the members
of other tribes.
The Bahá'í attitude in such a situation is clearly set forth in the Writings. As Bahá'ís we are attached to
our tribes and clans, just as we are to our families and, on a larger scale, to our nations, but we do
not allow this attachment to conflict with our wider loyalty to humanity....
The principles in the Writings are clear, but usually it is when these principles are applied that questions arise. In all cases where the correct course of action is not clear believers should consult their
National Spiritual Assembly, which will exercise its judgement in advising the friends on the best
course to follow. (8 February 1970, from the Universal House of Justice to National Spiritual Assemblies in Africa) [1]
Many of the gravest ills now afflicting the human race appear in acute form on the African continent.
Racial, tribal and religious prejudice, disunity of nations, the scourge of political factionalism, poverty
and lack of education are obvious examples. Bahá'ís have a great part to play -- greater than they
may realize -- in the healing of these sicknesses and the abatement of their worst effects. By their radiant unity, by their "bright and shining" faces, their self-discipline in zealously following all the requirements of Bahá'í law, their abstention from politics, their constant study and proclamation of the Great
Message, they will hasten the advent of that glorious day when all mankind will know its true brotherhood and will bask in the sunshine of God's love and blessing.
That the African believers are fully capable of taking their full share in building the Kingdom of God
on earth, their natural abilities and present deeds have fully demonstrated. An African Hand of the
Cause of God, even now in the course of a brilliant, triumphal teaching tour of the planet, African
Counsellors, Board members, national and local administrators and an ever-increasing army of believers testify to the vigour and immense capacity of this highly blessed continent to serve its Lord in the
great day of His appearance. That the African believers, so beloved by the Guardian of the Faith, will
rise to the challenge facing them and earn the gratitude and goodwill of all mankind by their deeds of
dedication and self-sacrifice is the longing of our hearts. (January 1971, from the Universal House of
Justice to the participants at the Monrovia Conference) [2]
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Clearly, then, Africa is poised to register a victory for the Cause that will reaffirm its position among
the front ranks of our world community. The time is critical, and you must act promptly to realize this
prospect. We therefore urge our African brothers and sisters to take immediate account of their
strengths, needs and opportunities, and then resolve to turn the challenge posed by these conditions
into the means of success. You will of necessity give concentrated attention to various plans and programmes of activity if you are to advance to new stages of entry by troops, but simultaneously certain
underlying requisites will claim your special vigilance and exertion. These are the elimination of tribal
prejudice, the transformation of prevailing social practices, and the fostering of education.
Tribal conflict is one of the most pressing issues facing Africa. This must be dealt with in the heart of
every faithful follower of Bahá'u'lláh and resolutely overcome through the collective will of every local
and national Bahá'í community. Indeed, how can the lovers of the Blessed Beauty allow tribal prejudice and rivalry to be practised in their midst when He has made unity the pivotal principle and goal
of His Faith?...
Much of what distinguishes African life is to be found in patterns of behaviour displayed in the tribe
and particularly in the family. Increasingly, urban life threatens to destroy the positive qualities of such
patterns. Since change is inevitable if progress is to be made by any African society, a primary challenge to Bahá'ís is to preserve and improve those wholesome aspects of tribal and family custom that
are in accord with the Bahá'í Teachings and to dispense with those that are not. Such a challenge
must be embraced with the understanding that the Book of God is the standard by which to weigh all
forms of behaviour. While unwavering action is necessary, wisdom and tact and patience must, of
course, be exercised. Let it be understood, too, that Africans are not alone in the struggle to change
certain age-old practices. People everywhere have customs which must be abandoned so as to
clear the path along which their societies must evolve towards that glorious, new civilization which is
to be the fruit of Bahá'u'lláh's stupendous Revelation. Indeed, in no society on earth can there be
found practices which adequately mirror the standards of His Cause. His own truth-bearing Words
clarify the matter: "The summons and the message which We gave were never intended to reach or
to benefit one land or one people only. Mankind in its entirety must firmly adhere to whatsoever hath
been revealed and vouchsafed unto it. Then and only then will it attain unto true liberty. The whole
earth is illuminated with the resplendent glory of God's Revelation."
The acute inadequacy of plans and programmes to educate Africa's people poses a particular challenge to the followers of Bahá'u'lláh in that continent, for He has emphasized the importance of education for all; and individuals ought to be taught at least to read and write. The education of which
Bahá'u'lláh spoke includes both spiritual and material aspects. The lack of such education affects the
ability of people to achieve true progress.... Closely linked to this concern is the principle of the equality of men and women taught by Bahá'u'lláh.... The Bahá'í community is not fully equipped to undertake what responsible authorities have neglected to do for the education of the people; however, the
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Bahá'í institutions at all levels are urged to give attention to these critical needs, as circumstances
permit.
Dear Friends, we are acutely conscious of the crushing difficulties that afflict life in Africa: the conditions that have caused a flood of refugees on the continent, the horrors created by ethnic conflict, the
political unrest, the economic distress, the high incidence of hunger and disease, the horrendous
natural disasters. But, paradoxical as it may seem, there exist in all of these the very possibilities of
your success. Your ability to endure and forge ahead is reinforced in the assurance given by the Divine Physician, Who anticipated all these conditions and prescribed a sure remedy. His prescriptions
have been placed in your hands.
Therefore, we remind you of the noble ambitions the beloved Guardian held for you as a people in a
continent that has "a great contribution to make to the advancement of world civilization." May such
memories resound afresh in your hearts, quickening your will to fulfill the major aim of the Plan before
you, and setting a pace for your actions like the urgent rhythm of drums pulsating throughout your immensely potent, far-stretching land.
-Ridván 1996, from the Universal House of Justice to the Bahá'ís of Africa

(Also of interest is a talk on Africa given by Hooper Dunbar. Stories of Dunbar's travels through Africa, its unique energy, and its place in the Baha'i Faith. Africa. By Hooper Dunbar, 1984-09-14.
Download MP3 file [14 MB, 75 min.] http://bahai-library.com/audio/d/dunbar_africa.mp3)

FIG. XXX
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Italian Produced Postcards

CHAPTER 3

THE JOURNEY
18 Sep 2000
After a four hour delay we finally departed Dulles
International Airport, Reston, Virginia aboard a
United Airlines flight bound for Frankfurt, Germany, and what would be an uneventful flight. But
upon arrival in Germany the airport terminal was
overflowing with people, all had experienced flight
delays and were attempting to determine exactly
when they would be able to depart. It seems that

many airlines had suffered scheduling problems
due to circumstances that were never forthrightly
explained by airline personnel. Like many others, we had missed our connecting Lufthansa
flight for Eritrea. A travel attendant told me there
would be no available seats on scheduled aircraft for two to four days, and instead offered indirect routing through Saudi Arabia on that country’s national carrier to Jedda. She then said that
we would then connect with a Lufthansa flight for
the final leg of our journey to Asmara; and all at
no additional cost. I questioned the attendant
closely, but she was not certain exactly how long
until the next seats-available Lufthansa flight
would depart Frankfurt for Asmara. Her answers
were similar to those being experienced by other
passengers scheduled on other airlines. Due to
the attendant’s uncertainty, and not wanting to
experience longer delays, I opted for her suggested indirect routing. This necessitated an
overnight stay at a local hotel in Frankfurt at the

airline’s expense. My decision proved to be a
major mistake.
Saudi Arabia
After a night’s sleep, the next morning we
boarded Air Arabia bound for Jedda. A long
flight, to be sure, but within thirty minutes of expected arrival in Jedda the pilot announced that
the plane would not be landing there but would
continue through to Riyadh. I complained
(loudly), but to no avail. Some passengers then
complained to me, saying that I should have
booked a flight ONLY to Jedda (little did they
know). A stewardess came to look at my ticket,
and then asked if I had a transit visa. When I
said no, explaining that I was not told of that requirement, she stated that foreigners without a
transit visa were not allowed to land at Jedda.
Really? Why was I not told? More importantly,
why had I been issued a ticket that clearly stated
Jedda as my destination, where my connecting
flight to Asmara awaited, and now being told that
16

King Khalid International Airport

it was not possible? Also, why did the pilot
openly announced over the intercom that the
plane would not be landing in Jedda if it had not
been originally scheduled to do so? Indeed, this
was all very strange. My later experiences lead
me to conclude that such occurrences well may
be the norm.

occurrence. After being herded into a vacant
part of the airport, we (the Eritreans and my son
and I) were confined under armed guard. No information given, no instruction presented, just
that we must wait for a domestic flight to be
made available on which we would then fly to
Jeddah; it was now 2100 hours.

Khalid International Airport (Riyadh)

Comfort room facilities were demanded as none
seemed readily available. I pressed, and finally
one of the guards consulted with another and
then someone else, in an extremely arrogant
manner, showed us where we could find proper
CR facilities. Our demands for food were finally
met after approximately three hours. Bottled water, snacks, and cold sandwiches were provided
at cost. Actually, the manner in which we were
treated was appallingly inhuman.

It seems I was not the only one on the plane in
this predicament. One man, an Eritrean, who
was seated just a few seats away, after we
landed in Riyadh, and as all passengers were deplaning, in a low voice said “Just follow me, everything will be alright”.
As it turned to look at him, and would later discover, twenty-nine other passengers, all Eritrean,
were faced with the same circumstance. In fact,
they, some having worked in Saudi Arabia previously, were neither alarmed nor surprised by this

On the tier above, guards patrolled to keep a
watchful eye on our activities. In that area there
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were clearly marked Mosques each separated
by gender. We were being held in a very large
and previously deserted domed enclosure structure far removed from normal airport activity.
We were periodically told to prepare ourselves
for boarding as a plane would soon be made
available, then in the next hour told that the flight
had been cancelled. This went on all night, until
around 0530 when we were hastened (literally
shoved in some cases) aboard a bus and taken
to the domestic terminal.
Domestic Flight
After arriving at Terminal 3, the terminal for all domestic flights, we were first taken to a passenger
lounge (separated from regular passengers)
where we were later told that food would be
made available only after we had signed a register, which we then cued to do.
Sometime later we were informed that food chits
would be issued only to those who had signed
the register. A man arrived with chits in hand,
stood on a platform, and as people rushed rush
forward begin to dispense meal chits. I could
not believe what was happening, the disorder
was unbelievable. Not only had our small group
been affected, the domestic terminal then being
filled with other passengers in similar circumstance, almost all rushed forward at once to receive a meal chit.
As the crowd gathered around chit dispenser,
pushing and shoving, the man started laughing
as he held out his hands and then threw all the
chits into the air. No need to recount what happened next.
Within fifteen minutes after this incident, when
just a few people had finished eating, we were

told our flight to Jedda was ready for boarding.
The frenzied rush forward was instantaneous.
A newly acquired Eritrean friend, well experienced in Saudi mannerisms, strongly advised
that I hurry, fight my way forward through the
crowds and quickly secure seats for my son and
I. The reason, he explained, was that once the
Saudis determined there were enough passengers on board the plane they would then quickly
close and lock the door, effectively barring others from entering; thus, leaving them to once
again face the demeaning prospect of waiting for
another flight to become available.
Taking his advice, I joined the masses and
fought my way forward. Almost immediately an
animal survival instinct took over. I was overpowered by thoughts and feelings that I was acting
in an ‘animalistic and uncivilized’ manner. However, this soon subsided as I too became caught
up in the frenzy.
I was, as we all were, being manipulated in a
way seemingly beyond my (our) control, by
‘strings’ pulled by unknowns whom I classified
as ‘the observers’, those enjoying this chaotic
scene (mess); undoubtedly one constantly repeat to feed insatiable sadistic cravings for
power, and designed to perpetuate a continuing
sense of superiority.
My Eritrean friend was certainly correct in his assessment. Once on board I quickly found seats
for my son and I as they were on a ‘first come
first serve’ basis. When I looked around me I
was immediately overwhelmed by a ‘sea of red’,
Saudi men in traditional headdress (shemagh)
and under which was displayed a comparable
‘sea’ of facial indifference.
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an abundance of the traditional Saudi men’s
headdress, called shemagh, under which was
displayed an equal ‘sea’ of facial indifference.
I then turned my attention the plane’s entrance,
and was appalled at the sight of a multitude of
frantic and anxious people, arms stretched out in
hopelessness, some yelling and screening,
while together locked in a fruitless clamber to enter the plane as its door were being closed by attendants who displayed their vast experience
with similar situations. The door was abruptly
closed and security locked, leaving a raging
mass on the tarmac .
This is one experience I hope never to repeat.
See Page 110.
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THE HORN
OF AFRICA

The Horn of Africa is a peninsula in East Africa that juts hundreds
of kilometers into the Arabian Sea and lies along the southern
side of the Gulf of Aden. It is the easternmost projection of the African continent. This is an area where throughout its history was
embroiled in various internal conflicts and warfare, both tribal
and those of international origin. Though the Horn is one of the
most complex and conflicted regions of the world, the Baha’i
Faith was successfully established here. There are materials available that aptly detail efforts to expand the Baha’i Faith in this region, and provide context to further understand the Faith’s beginnings in what is now the sovereign state of Eritrea.
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History of

Eritrea

The history of Eritrea can be traced back to ancient Egyptian times, as
the ancient Puntites who then dominated the land had close ties with
Pharaoh Sahure and Queen Hatshepsut. Later, the Aksumite Kingdom
rose to power during the 1st century AD. This was followed by several
influential elements: South Arabians, Ottoman Turks, the Portuguese,
the Egyptians, the British, and finally the Italians in the 19th century.

Near History
Warlords
Prior to Italian colonization in 1885, what is now Eritrea had been ruled
by various local warlords (or international powers) that successively
dominated the Red Sea region. However, on 24 May 1890 Italy reorganized its various Red Sea territories into a single colony to become Eritrea.
Italian Ambitions
In 1896 the Italians used Eritrea as a spring board for their disastrous
attempt to conquer Ethiopia, and were severely beaten by the Ethiopians. In 1936 Italy once more invaded Ethiopia, this time successfully,
and joined Eritrea, Abyssinia (as Ethiopia was known in Europe) and
Italian Somaliland to form Africa Orientale Italiana (AOI), i.e., Italian
East Africa).
Federation
Italian colonization of the region ended when the British forced them
out and re-instated Haile Selassie on the throne in Ethiopia during
World War II. Eritrea was placed under British military administration after the Italian surrender. In 1952, a UN resolution federating Eritrea with
Ethiopia went into effect. However, the resolution ignored Eritrean pleas
for independence, but did guarantee Eritreans some democratic rights
and a measure of autonomy. Almost immediately after the federation
went into effect, these rights began to be abridged or violated. The
fight for independence then begin to take root.
Reference:
http://www.worldatlas.com/webimage/countrys/africa/er.htm
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History of the
Baha’i Faith in

Eritrea

A Brief History of the Baha’i Faith in Eritrea and Ethiopia
Ethiopia Beginnings
There were ten Bahá'ís in Addis Ababa when the first LSA was
elected on 8 November 1934. Its members were Atto Sium
Gabril-ch, Atto Haila Gabril-vc, Habib Boutros, Sabri Elias-sec,
Edouard Goubran, El-Saad Said, El-Saad Mansour, Abdu'llahi ahmed, and Aurahil Egsabaihir.
A gathering was held in Addis Abba in July 1950 to commemorate the centenary anniversary of the martyrdom of the Bab. Mr
G.M. Bahta was secretary of Addis Ababa LSA in 1952. Other
members of the LSA were Mrs Gila, Dr V. Kies, Mr Sabri Elias,
Mrs Sabri, Mr Alfred Shafi, Mr Birch, Sayed Mansour, and David
A. Talbot.
The Bahá'í Community of Abyssinia, now called Ethiopia, was
nominated as a consolidation Territory in Africa under the responsibility of the National Spiritual Assembly of Egypt and [the] Su22

dan NSA during the Crusade. It subsequently became part of the RSA of North-East Africa,
formed in 1956. Holy Days and Bahá'í Marriage
certificates were recognized in Addis Ababa,
and the Local Spiritual Assembly (LSA) obtained
legal incorporation in 1955-56.
By 1963 there was one LSA in the country, located in Addis Ababa; and seven groups (Adua,
Alamaya, Debrezeit, Dessie, Dire-Dawa, Gondar
and Jimma). In addition, twelve members were
located in outlying areas (Adigrat, Ambo,
Awassa, Bedele, Endeselasie, Gorsum, Harar,
Hosana, Kalafo, Nazareth, Wollisso, Wonji).

National Spiritual Assembly Formation
The National Spiritual Assembly of Eritrea was
formed in 1995 (prior to then, in1956 it was part
of North East Africa, Abyssinia).
Reference:
http://bahai-library.com/hassall_bahai_communiti
es_country#24
National Spiritual Assemblies: Lists and years of
formation; by Graham Hassall, 2000-01

each other. After the meetings, she would ask,
what happened? How did I say what I did? She
came to the result that it was because of the love
and unity of the friends. It affected her, and because of that, she could give her best out.”
“Later, in another community, the reverse happened. It was another small community, with two
pioneer families, and a few local Bahá'ís. For
some reason, which we never found out, the two
families didn't like each other. There was no love
or effort between them. There was always backbiting, and tension. We were there for three days,
when Ruhiyyih Khanum came down with a high
fever and went to bed. There was nothing wrong
with her, no flu or anything like that, just sick with
a fever. She was convinced it was as a result of
the inharmony around her. She would often mention this as an example, that inharmony is a disease, not only of the mind, but of the body as
well, it also affects health, and this is so true.”
Reference:
Three Talks in Africa; by Ali Nakhjavani 2001,
First talk
(exact date unknown, possibly September 2001)
http://bahai-library.com/nakhjavani_talks_africa

Three Talks in Africa; by Ali Nakhjavani, 2001
Information Statistical and Comparative
“She [Ruhiyyih Khanum] travelled through Ethiopia and Eritrea [year not mentioned]. In Asmara,
there was a very small Bahá'í community, two or
three pioneers, and a few white people there
who became Bahá'ís. There was such a spirit of
love and harmony, in the five days she was there,
it was almost as if confirmation and the help of
the concourse was physically coming to her, she
gave her most brilliant talks there. In every meeting, one could see the love of the Bahá'ís for

Abyssinia (37) and Eritrea (67) are listed among
countries opened since the period of 'Abdu'lBana's Ascension (1921-1953).
Abyssinia and Eritrea are listed under ‘Territories
Represented by the Regional National Spiritual
Assemblies, North East Africa’.
Eritrea and Ethiopia are listed under ‘Countries,
States, Provinces and Cities where Baha’i Marriage Certificates are Recognized’.
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Abyssinia (Ethiopia) is listed under ‘Baha’i Centres Throughout the World’; Assembly: Addis
Ababa; Groups: Adua, Alamaya, Debrezeit, Dessie, Dire-Dawa, Gondar, and Jimma.
Isolated Centres: Adigrat, Ambo, Awassa, Bedele, Endeselasie, Gorsum, Harar, Hosana, Kalafo, Nazareth, Wollisso, and Wonji.
Reference:
The Bahá'í Faith: 1844-1963: Information Statistical and Comparative, Including the Achievements of the Ten Year International Bahá'í Teaching & Consolidation Plan 1953-1963. Compiled
by Hands of the Cause Residing in the Holy
Land. 1963.
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Arrival Asmara

ASMARA
BAHA’I COMMUNITY

Our flight was uneventful, and we were looked after by well
trained and professional flight attendants. This was a big surprise after our previous experience. We arrived in Eritrea on 20th
September. After haggling with the taxi driver over price, we arrived at the Ambassador Hotel in downtown Asmara where we
were checked into Room 306. Accommodations were recommended as a safe and reasonably priced hotel by my contact at
the Eritrea Cultural Center, Washington DC. My son and I stayed
for approximately one month at the Ambassador prior to renting
and then moving to the Sibel Housing Complex.
The next day, 21st September, I was able to locate the Baha’i
Center and stopped by to make my presence known to the local
community. It was here that I met Ernestine Tulewa, and what asurprise because we had previously met at the Baha’i Center in
Detroit, Michigan (ca. 1994). She had married an Eritrean, and
their son was being educated in the United States; in fact, in Ann
Arbor, Michigan, and I had spoken with him on the occasion of
25

O SON OF SPIRIT!
My first counsel is this:
Possess a pure, kindly
and radiant heart, that
thine may be a
sovereignty ancient,
imperishable and
everlasting.
--Hidden Words

my visits to that community but could not make the connection until
now. She was a longtime pioneer to Eritrea, and my expectations were
high having met her once again. In fact, when in Detroit I remember
her telling me that perhaps I might consider pioneering to Eritrea. However, at that time I had no idea about doing so. I doubt that I could locate Eritrea on a map. I presented my Baha’i particulars to national Baha’i center staff, and received information regarding current events and
activities taking place in Asmara.
I met Berhane Gila-Michael at his office. I was referred to him because
of his knowledge and local connections, and may be helpful in obtaining local employment if I were considering staying in Eritrea. A lawyer
and businessman, of Egyptian and Eritrean background, he was married with children, and his wife, Estane, was not Baha’i but fully supportive of his activities. He serves on the National Spiritual Assembly of
the Baha’is of Eritrea, and also as a member of the Local Spiritual Assembly of the Baha’is of Asmara. I would later learn that this dual function was also held by some others elected to Baha’i administrative bodies.
During our conversation he mentioned that he had been previously expelled from Eritrea but later was able to regain his right to return. Evidently this was the result of actions taken by the government during its
conflict with Ethiopia. Berhane’s father, Gila Michael Baha’i, for many
years served as a member of the ‘Institution of the Learned’ having
been appointed to the position of Counselor. His father had also
served as a member of Emperor Haile Selassie’s court. Berhane and I
would have positive interactions over the coming weeks through his assistance in helping me gain employment.
21 Sep
At 1030 this morning I received my first Baha’i visitor. He is Dessale
Bereklot Abraham, possibly in his early twenty’s, whom I mistakenly
took to be a journalist, and seemed mainly curious about why I had
come to Eritrea. We talked, and in general he was able to inform me of
local Baha’i community activities in Asmara.
24 Sep
I met and photographed two local artists, first Rahwa Ghermai and then
she arranged for me to meet her friend, Coy, whom I met at his resi26

dence. My main idea was to complete a photographic presentation of
local Asmara artists. I discovered Rahwa’s work on display at an exhibition of work by local artists. It was organized by the local artistic commission and presented at a location specifically organized for the
event.

O SON OF SPIRIT!
The best beloved of all
things in My sight is
Justice; turn not away
therefrom if thou
desirest Me, and
neglect it not that I may
confide in thee. By its
aid thou shalt see with
thine own eyes and not
through the eyes of
others, and shalt know
of thine own
knowledge and not
through the knowledge
of thy neighbor. Ponder
this in thy heart; how it
behooveth thee to be.
Verily justice is My gift
to thee and the sign of
My loving-kindness. Set
it then before thine
eyes.
--Hidden Words

I decided to rent a car and drove around to become familiar with Asmara and its environs. Trips included the city and outside its limits to a
town named {Kurdo] Berhen, approximately 50 km outside of Asmara.
People had advised that I might want to look for war damage, which became evident, but the Asmara remained untouched.
I also noticed lots of new housing construction, estates being developed. Ongoing construction was observed in several areas, to include
both single-family homes and mid-size apartment buildings. At the current rate of construction, I estimate that within ten years Asmara will become over crowed, congested with automobile, and the city’s pollution
index will spike.
Asmara reflects traditional customs along side Italian colonial influences. Recent attempts to express a more modern lifestyle, noted by
architecture styles of recent housing. It is also evident that, seemingly,
based on the design, location and mode of construction new housing is
being constructed for the more affluent members of society.
The war spared Asmara from havoc, no damage observed to its urban
structures, but, as noted above, a degree of destruction was experienced in some nearby rural areas. But within the city limits the visible
signs of the recent ravages of war are in evidence, prominently seen
around town by the physical disabilities suffered by military combatants. However, I’m told that the government is not lax in its duty to provide the best medical care possible for these affected souls. Government conscription for the war effort left almost no one unaffected, often
family members served side-by-side during the conflict. A strong
sense of pride is noted in the people for having achieved and maintained their independence and a national identity.
Exploring Asmara, participating in various local activities, meeting new
people, and making new friends turned out to be a most enjoyable experience.
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Mon 2 Oct
Ambassador Hotel
Efforts to stabilize my living situation with more suitable quarters is progressing slowly. I now enlist third party elements to assist in this effort.
But different cultures have quite different concepts and perspectives of
time, and my reliance on others for help must take this into account.
O SON OF MAN!
Veiled in My immemorial Western methodologies are not the norm here and in such circumbeing and in the ancient stances, I’m required to engage a more transitional mode.
eternity of My essence, I
knew My love for thee;
therefore I created thee,
have engraved on thee
Mine image and
revealed to thee My
beauty.

Acquiring employment as means to establish some form of temporary
residency will not be an easy task if I desire to remain in Eritrea longer
than the government’s stipulated ninety day visa requirement; after
which an extension or renewal my visa will not be possible. Eritrean immigration officials are very strict, and in this matter were not impressed
with my financial viability. They will only consider a letter verifying proof
of employment as criteria for issuing a more permanent type visa. Ini--Hidden Words
tially, I had considered a period of stay of not less than six months.
This would allow time to become more integrated into local Baha’i activities, experience local culture, learn the country’s rich history, progressively pursue research requirements to organize a series of global human development initiatives, and also to pursue my photographic projects.
Tue 3 Oct
Things are still progressing rather slowly in my attempt to establish
some form of residency in order to stay in Eritrea longer than the government’s mandated ninety-day period. Once again i paid a visit to immigration but they were still not impressed, strongly suggesting that I
obtain a letter of employment from a recognized business, verifiable organization, or international agency. Mathum advised that I try seeking
employment from an in-country NGO, as they are well respected locally
and generally act as ‘free agents’ in Eritrea.
Meantime, I’m attempting to capture Asmara photographically but I’m
not entirely satisfied with the results. Also, my camera is experiencing
light leaks, causing fog on film negatives. Need for repair.
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Wed 4 Oct

O SON OF BEING!
Thy Paradise is My love;
thy heavenly home,
reunion with Me. Enter
therein and tarry not.
This is that which hath
been destined for thee in
Our kingdom above and
Our exalted dominion.
--Hidden Words

Today I met with Mr. Akla, Director, Asmara Arts Theater (Tel. 11-98-07),
along with Mr. Demoz, local photographer and painter. We discussed
local efforts to develop the creative arts in Eritrea, and also allowed me
to present ideas and receive advice on ways in which I might achieve
my photographic endeavors. They both suggested that I travel to Barento or Tocombia, as these places offered environments that were more
in line with what I hoped to accomplish.
Thu 5 Oct
At 10 AM I visited the office of the Eritrean Cultural Heritage Project,
hoping to meet Mr. Alem, Director, and elicit advice concerning possible approaches to be explored to for my photographic project. Interestingly, his organization recently received a ‘line of credit’ from the World
Bank to provide financial assistance for Eritrea’s efforts to preserve its
cultural heritage. However, as previously arranged, upon arriving at the
appointed place and time, I was only then informed by Mr. Alem’s secretary, with whom I spoken on the telephone yesterday, that the Director
was currently in the US for medical treatment, and confirmed by others
whom I met. But I fault the secretary because she should have told me
this yesterday to avoid my making an unnecessary trip.
Now that the war with Ethiopia is over and the United Nations Peace
Keepers are in-country, Eritreans are now very hopeful about their prospects for the future. Attention now turns to developing the country’s infrastructure, and also plan ways that will help ensure the development
and preservation of its artistic endeavorers. This all sounds very exciting, because if I find a way to stay in-country it may be possible for me
to utilize my development administration experience and environmental
background to assist with goal-accomplishment.
Sun 8 Oct
On 11 October we will move from the Ambassador Hotel into Apartment #110-2902 located within the Sembel Residential Housing Complex. This facility, which houses Asmara’s middle and upper class citizens, is located just pass the Inter-Continental Hotel and very near Asmara city limits. Our new living quarters was arranged by Mihtsun and
Ernestine Tedla, who also resided at the complex. The apartment is
owned by a friend of theirs, now traveling abroad, and they were able
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to establish rental arrangements on my behalf with the owner. The
owner’s son, Nabil, a college student, is designated contact for key arrangements, collection the monthly rental payment, and maintenance if
required.

O SON OF MAN!
If thou lovest Me, turn
away from thyself; and if
thou seekest My
pleasure, regard not
thine own; that thou
mayest die in Me and I
may eternally live in
thee.
--Hidden Words

Last week, just before we were to move from the Ambassador Hotel,
Na’il fell and suffered an injury to his left wrist. I took him to the local
hospital for an x-ray, and no breaks or fractures were discovered. Medical personnel first applied ointment and then bandaged his wrist.
Within two days he was back to normal. However, I was appalled by
the insensitive actions of x-ray staff who were not at all considerate of a
young child who was suffering. I had to intervene to stop his being handled so roughly.
11 Oct
Today we moved from the Ambassador Hotel into the Sembal Housing
Complex.
Na’il seems to respond well to the babysitter, and she takes him outside
to the children’s play area. But she is young, perhaps 20-22, the sister
of a local Baha’i, and whose inexperience is evident. This is the first
time I’ve had a day-sitter for him, and based on my previous observations of nanny’s charged with small children, I not willing to trust his
care with others. Therefore, I’m very uneasy leaving him with an unknown ‘element’ while I must seek out potential employment opportunities. But this seems the only viable alternative for now.
I’m seeking employment in an attempt to support me in my efforts to realize a permanent pioneering post here in Eritrea, of course realizing
that it will take some time. My Eritrea tourist visa expires 15 Dec 2000,
and if my efforts to realize employment are unsuccessful then I plan to
depart of Ethiopia before 20 Nov 2000, and before my entrance visa expires. Meanwhile I will continue to seek local employment while looking
for more stable living arrangements, a house would be nice. Air quality
is good here, and climate is cool with very low humidity. Altitude
causes slight breathing problems, but in time my body will adjust.
0940 Coffee House
I’m seeking employment with UN agencies and some NGO’s, understanding that it may take more time than is available to me. My Eritrea
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tourist visa expires 15 Dec 2000, and if no employment becomes available by then I will then travel to Ethiopia; needing to arrive there prior to
my 20 Nov 2000 Ethiopia visa expiration date.
Meanwhile, being optimistic, I will continue to look around Asmara for a
house to purchase or rent. Air quality is still good, the climate is cool,
and there is low humidity. However, I’m experiencing a slight breathing
problem due to an unfamiliar environment, an expected occurrence as
O SON OF BEING!
With the hands of power my body continues to adjust to local conditions.
I made thee and with the
fingers of strength I
created thee; and within
thee have I placed the
essence of My light. Be
thou content with it and
seek naught else, for My
work is perfect and My
command is binding.
Question it not, nor have
a doubt thereof.

This morning I visited the home of artist Rahwa Ghermai to enquire if
she had contacted Faytinga (singer) whom she had recommended as
someone who might assist me in accomplishing my photo project. Her
mother opened the door and told me that her daughter was not home
but I was welcomed to come in and wait for her. During my wait she
gave me tips on cooking Eritrean style. Actually her style has a Zimbarian twist that reflects her family’s living in that country for several years.

Finally, Rahwa returned home and with good news. She told me that
indeed she had contacted Faytinga and had arranged for meet her to--Hidden Words day at her home at 1445 this afternoon.

Dahab Faid Tinga [Faytinga]
Faytinga’s residence is situated very near the Bengaor Hotel. Following
instructions and directions given, I proceeded along the road opposite
the Alfs Market, arriving in the area at the appointed time but had difficulty locating the exact address. I found the landmarks given in the instructions, but was headed in the wrong direction when Faytinga hailed
me from a distance. She explained that my confusion was not unusual
because her friends often had a similar experience, the reason she usually stands in front of her house to guide her guest. She invited me in,
and offered me tea. The ‘sizing up’ took place as strangers do upon
first meeting. I told her of my plans and what I hoped to accomplish
photographically.
One aspect of my project was to bring into reality a visual concept, conceived to photographically portray a mother with her young child posed
in a particular stance, shot in black and white, and with desert terrain
as background. But there is a sensitive element related to this concept
that has potential to stress local social norms as it would involve parti31

O SON OF UTTERANCE!
Turn thy face unto Mine
and renounce all save
Me; for My sovereignty
endureth and My
dominion perisheth not.
If thou seekest another
than Me, yea, if thou
searchest the universe for
evermore, thy quest will
be in vain.
--Hidden Words

cal nudity. Alternative suggestions were made by other artists in the Asmara community with whom I had discussed my plans, stating their belief that in no way would I be able to satisfy my basic criteria. So, to not
waste time and yet achieve positive results my original concept was
modified. I am a bit disappointed, but fully understand the necessity
for making a change. Anyway, a person with the desired physical anatomy was never found. However, Faytinga understood my plight and
agreed to help.
Faytinga is a proud lady, and with good reason. She has birthed three
children and is very happy to have retained her good looks and
shapely figure, relating to me that she prefers daily walks and not always riding in a car when having to go somewhere. Widely traveled,
she has visited many countries to include the United States, South Africa, and several countries in Europe. She also mentioned that she
lived for a time in Washington, DC. As a singer, she states that she
regularly performs in South Africa and in Europe with her personal
band comprised of three musicians.
She showed me photographs of her family, and of her father in particular. Now deceased, Faytinga said he was a renowned politician. He
was nicknamed “Long Rifle” by the British for his efforts during the war
of liberation from Italian colonial rule, and he was also a member of Parliament during the time of Haile Selassie’s government.
Faytinga showed me two other photographs (black & white) of her father, one showed him walking with a leopard in harness, and in the
other he is also walking but well dressed wearing a business suit.
After hearing what I had in mind for an arts and culture project,
Faytinga stated that she would telephone me this evening with information concerning our proposed trip. Also, she had a friend who had a
fine collection of photographic cards made by the Italians (her friend
had married an Italian). We also discussed the possibility my renting a
house for around NF 2500/ per month.
The usual ‘sizing up’ took place among us as with all strangers on first
meeting as she and I discussed my plan and what I hoped to accomplish photographically. Actually, I had conceived a visual concept that
would portray a mother with young in a particular type pose, and shot
in black and white with desert terrain as background scene. But the
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O SON OF DESIRE!
Give ear unto this:
Never shall mortal eye
recognize the
everlasting Beauty, nor
the lifeless heart
delight in aught but in
the withered bloom.
For like seeketh like,
and taketh pleasure in
the company of its kind.
--Hidden Words

problem related to my concept was that the way in which I had conceived the pose would most likely stress local social norms, and alternative suggestions made by other artists in Asmara with whom I had discussed my project would in no way satisfied my basic criteria. So, in
order to not waste time and yet achieve a degree of marginal results
my original concept would need to be modified. A disappointing decision, to say the least.
At this stage I had not been told nor had any idea of exactly who she
was, or of her extensive background as a talented, well known, and respected artist. I was completely unaware of her extensive history as a
Eritrean freedom fighter which begin at the early age of fourteen, and
would remain in the dark about her life until after our trip “up-country” to
visit her home village, and then only when Faytinga’s story would be related to me in detail by Rahwa Ghermai; though during our trip
Faytinga would tell me things about her life that related mainly to her artistic career such as travels and performances. She is widely traveled
in the United States, and spent a great deal of time in Washington, DC.
Has performed in South Africa and Europe with a personal band comprising three musicians. Its just as well that I had no idea of her standing because it would have affected the way in which I would have reacted towards her during our upcoming trip.
Faytinga takes much pride in her physical appearance as she told me
that she has three children, and the reason she has been able to retain
her shape is from walking and not always riding in a car to where she
would like to go. She stated that her father was a renowned politician
who was named “Long Rifle” by the British for his efforts in the war with
the Italians, and that he had also served in Haile Selassie’s government. She showed me two photographs of him, one of him walking
with a tiger of leopard, and the other also showed him walking but
alone and dressed in a suit.
Faytinga said she will call me later this evening to convey additional information about our trip, and also to visit a woman who has many card
photographs of local tribal women photographed by an Italian, and that
this man had also married a local tribal lady. Faytinga asked if I
planned on staying long in Asmara, and that she believed it possible
that I could rent a house for not more than NF2500.
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Today is 11 October and I have a major concern because I’ve received
no funds from Citibank even though arrangements were made with the
bank prior to my US departure, and at which time particulars for my receiving funds in Asmara were given to the bank.

O BEFRIENDED
STRANGER!
The candle of thine heart
is lighted by the hand of
My power, quench it not
with the contrary winds
of self and passion. The
healer of all thine ills is
remembrance of Me,
forget it not. Make My
love thy treasure and
cherish it even as thy
very sight and life.
--Hidden Words

This afternoon I will send yet another Fax restating my requirements.
The Eritrean government does not allow receiving foreign funds directly.
Therefore, funds entering the country are immediately converted into
local currency before dispensing to the customer. I’m carrying some
USD in cash that I must now conserve until I’m able to receive funds
from Citibank, and now causing me a continuing headache.
12 Oct
The Baha’i community is in the early stage of development. The National Spiritual Assembly, formally established in 1995, whose members
not only serve on the national body but on the Local Spiritual Assembly
of Asmara as well. Two NSA members related that the Baha’i community does not have ‘qualified’ community members to fill administrative
positions. I first I found this hard to believe and digest, but later came
to realize in practical terms this is an early stage of community growth
and will subsequently development to a higher level. But I also though
that perhaps the Baha’i community had become accustomed to relying
only on those persons whom it knew, allowing them to continue to carry
responsibility rather that seek to develop new talent.
This week I also visited several United Nations offices to meet administrators and managers and leave my CV. However, I was informed that
all directors and UN representatives were attending a planning retreat
at a facility outside Asmara and that I would not be able to meet them
directly. Therefore, their office secretaries all suggested that I leave a
CV with them and then followup with a personal visit after their bosses
had returned. This would avoid the possibility my being placed aside.
For this effort I decided to purchase a three piece suit to be presentable for potential interviews. I’ve already had custom shoes made in
anticipation of possible employment.
13 Oct
I now realize that I must be very careful what I say, how I say it, and to
take care with whom I speak; and this includes both within and outside
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O ESSENCE OF DESIRE!
At many a dawn have I
turned from the realms of
the Placeless unto thine
abode, and found thee
on the bed of ease
busied with others than
Myself. Thereupon, even
as the flash of the spirit, I
returned to the realms of
celestial glory and
breathed it not in My
retreats above unto the
hosts of holiness.
--Hidden Words

the Baha’i community, and on both I been well advised by those concerned for my welfare. As pertaining to the Baha’i community, I’ve discovered that my words have returned to haunt me; meaning that what
I’ve said within a group situation or directly to individual(s) was misinterpreted and thereby misrepresenting my intent. This seems to be a common occurrence here, and can be expected when newcomers of different cultures arrive in-country. Simple way to avoid it.
Today as I walked the streets of Asmara I was stopped by a Baha’i riding a bicycle. He considers himself to be an Esperantist, and thought it
would be a good idea if I were to give a talk about my Baha’i experiences at a meeting arranged for that purpose the Baha’i Center. His
reason for making this suggestion was that “We need to be inspired by
those who come from outside [the country]”, and suggested that I not
prepare a speech but instead speak openly and directly about my personal experiences.
This afternoon I will pickup the rental car for tomorrow’s trip up country
with Faytinga. I also called but her maid said she was not home.
Upon my return home yesterday I found that the telephone was not
working, and discovered that the service had been disconnected due
to the bill not being paid prior to my moving in. Visited Mathaun’ at
home to ask that he contact Nabil, the owner’s son, and ask him to take
appropriate action. Later, Nabil contacted me and said that he had received the bill and would visit the telephone office today to investigate
the matter.
Once again my faxed request to Citibank failed to achieve positive results for transfer of funds to Eritrea. Requires investigation to determine
the problem before a crisis situation develops.
14 Oct
I use two photo film-processing businesses in Asmara. The first, Sahel
Photo, located at Lorenzo Tazaz Str. No.3, is managed by Amanuel Ogbalidet, a competent professional film processor and skilled print maker
in both black & white and color. Tel. 12-03-24. The other is Asmara
Photo Eritrea, that I use for general purpose photography. A family
owned business, APE is managed by a daughter, Helen Abraha. PO
Box 701, Asmara. Tel. 12-05-37.
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28 Oct
Today I plan to visit Rahwa on my way to the Baha’i Center.
31 Oct

O MY SERVANT!
Purge thy heart from
malice and, innocent of
envy, enter the divine
court of holiness.
--Hidden Words

Visited Expo at 0900 to see Clavdeo DePerzio. On my previous visit he
agreed to make a holder, based on my design, that would allow me to
attach a photo sensor to my camera. He showed me his finished product which was very well made and conformed to design specifications.
Clavdeo is a longtime sign maker and Asmara resident. On this day he
was working to perfect image quality from a new photo color printer he
had purchased to produce poster-plus size prints he planned to sell to
clients to advertise their business. He had made an excellent 36” x 36”
color print production of the Asmara Inter-Continental Hotel, and placed
it atop his work table. He had also taken the photograph from which
the print was made.
Later today while walking and exploring Asmara I happened by a shop
and through its window saw that it was filled with various ironworks and
various other such items. I had passed by previously, but today decided to stop, go inside, and have a look around. It is here that I met
Mr. Ghebru Andemeska, the owner, and became engage in conversation with him. As an ironworker, he said that he did many of the iron
frames designed by Afework Tekle, world-famous for his the stain glass
designs. When learning that I would be traveling to Addis, he asked
that I convey his greetings to Mr. Tekle with whom he had had no contact since the war started, and when communications between Eritrea
and Ethiopia had ceased. At that time I had no idea who Afework Tekle
was, nor no knowledge of his work. Ghebru Andemeska explained, but
it was only after arriving in Addis and having opportunity to view his
work did I gain understanding and appreciation for his contributions to
his field of endeavor. He wrote down his contact particulars: Afework
Tekle, Metron Residence, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia 610218. Tel. 71-5941.
Two sources were highly recommended to me if I desired to learn more
about Eritrean history, society and culture: (a) Mr. Kohaiyo, Historical
Place, Asmara, and (b) Mr. Mehari Helde Mariam; Home Tel. 119766,
School Tel. 120505; Mail PO Box 3404, Asmara.
1 Nov
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O SON OF DUST!
Beware! Walk not with
the ungodly and seek not
fellowship with him, for
such companionship
turneth the radiance of
the heart into infernal
fire.
--Hidden Words

I made decision to depart Eritrea, based mainly on discussions and a
decision reached by the National Spiritual Assembly, unknown to me at
the time, but later conveyed to me by Brehane, himself a member of the
NSA, and chosen for the task, that due to the nature of Eritrea’s national
environment since war’s end, the tension generated, suspicion of spies
and possible insurgents, that since I was not represented through employment it was advisable and strongly recommended that I arrange departure from the country as soon as possible. I had long suspected
that there was one strong element on the NSA that strongly opposed by
staying in-country. My suspicions would be later confirmed as the individual largely responsible and pressed the decision would, unwittingly,
revealed themselves.
3 Nov
Brehane, acting as spokesperson for the NSA, informed me during my
visit to his office in Hodam that the National Spiritual Assembly advised
that I not attempt to remain in-country without a job because it might
arouse suspicion among certain elements in government, and possibly
others, potentially posing a danger to myself. Stating further that generally Eritreans were leary of foreigners, especially those from the United
States, as they harbor hard feelings toward the US due to their belief
that the United States is supportive of Ethiopia.
He continued that Eritrean people harbor suspicion concerning spies
and/or infiltrators that is directly related to the long war which just
ended. They mostly cannot or do not accept outsiders on an equal basis.
In fact, my friend Rahwa just yesterday informed me that the government approximately five months ago had organized a campaign
against foreigners. When I related this to Brehane he though it was primarily designed to promote suspicion against foreigners. This also confirmed caution I received from several people whom I met who advised
me to be careful because “What is behind the smile may not be good”.
4 Nov
I’ve suffered from upset stomach for about two weeks, and now decided to submit both stool and urine samples to the Simbel Polytech
Clinic, located near the Telecom Center, within this housing complex. I
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was advised that results are negative, no blood, parasites or evidence
of other abnormalities found. Thank God!
9 Nov

O SON OF DUST!
Beware! Walk not with
the ungodly and seek not
fellowship with him, for
such companionship
turneth the radiance of
the heart into infernal
fire.
--Hidden Words

I used two photo film-processing businesses in Asmara. The first, Sahel Photo, at Lorenzo Tazaz Str. No.3, is managed by Amanuel Ogbalidet, a competent professional film processor and skilled print maker.
Tel. 12-03-24.
The second shop is Asmara Photo Eritrea, Helen, part owner of her family’s photography business, proved to be a wonder. She was considerably helpful in providing me with the type custom film development and
photographic printing I require. Her shop, along with one other, constantly provide quality photographic services in Asmara. Address: PO
Box 701, Tel. 12-05-37.
15 Nov
I’m setting in the Albon Coffee House having a hot chocolate while mulling over my eminent departure from Eritrea. The NSA had further advised that I not consider traveling back and forth between Asmara and
Addis (this I had not considered), and again reiterating concern for my
safety.
So, it came as a shock when I had learned that Ethiopians constantly
traveled to and through Asmara on a regular basis, even given current
circumstances that the war with their country had just ending. In fact, I
had observed them entering and exiting various hotels and walking in
groups on the streets. When I approached my travel agent with this observation, he was not surprised, and even said that it was allowed by
the government. I never acquired details about this situation.
Because no direct flights are allowed between Asmara and Addis, and
that the Ethiopians arriving came to Asmara via circular routes, I decided fly to a vantage point and then complete booking for a connecting flight to the United States. This would happen on 17 Nov, and while
in the US I will attempt to resolve problems I’m having with Citibank. I
will then book a flight from the US directly to Ethiopia, hopefully by 20
November.
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Bahá’u’lláh has
revealed principles and
laws which will
accomplish the
adjustment of varying
human capacities. He
has said that
whatsoever is possible
of accomplishment in
human government will
be effected through
these principles.
‘Abdu’l-Bahá

Message Delivery
From: Mr. Ghebru Andemeska, Ex Glassco T.P.L.Co., Addis Ababa,
Ethiopia
To: Afework Tekle, Metron Residence, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia 610218.
Tel. 71-59-41.
On 31 Oct while walking and exploring Asmara I happened by a shop
filled with various iron frames and other such items. Located on my
usual walking route, I had passed it on previous occasions, but this
time decided to go inside. There I met the owner, Mr. Ghebru Andemeska, an ironworker, and who previously made iron frames to house Afework Tekle’s stain glass designs. I had generous conversation with
him. When he learned that I would soon travel to Addis, he asked if I
would convey his greetings to Mr. Tekle, and with whom he had no contact or communication since the beginning of the recently ended
Eritrea/Ethiopia conflict (war). I had no idea who Afework Tekle was, or
of his work. Only after arriving in Addis, and having opportunity to view
his works, did I gain understanding of his artistic achievements.

Eritrean Culture
These sources were highly recommended to me if I desired to learn
more about Eritrean culture.
Mr. Kohaiyo, Historical Place, Asmara
Mr. Mehari Heldemariam - Home Tel. 119766, School Tel. 120505; Mail
PO Box 3404, Asmara.

Baha’i Community
The Eritrea Baha’i community seems very close-knit and supportive of
its membership in ways that will allow for its further growth, development and consolidation. Due to the ravages of war recently suffered by
some members who were conscripted to serve in the military, time is required to heal those who were so engaged as well as those families
who lost loved ones and others who may have survived but sustained
various physical disabilities and/or severe mental trauma.
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Moreover, consider the
hardships and the
bitterness of the lives of
those Revealers of the
divine Beauty. Reflect,
how single-handed and
alone they faced the
world and all its
peoples, and
promulgated the Law of
God! No matter how
severe the persecutions
inflicted upon those
holy, those precious,
and tender Souls, they
still remained, in the
plenitude of their
power, patient, and,
despite their
ascendancy, they
suffered and endured.
Kitáb-i-Íqán

There is continuing need to expand community activities in ways that
will support the development of leadership qualities among its members. The current status quo is that those identified as demonstrating
leadership capability are also those same few carrying an extreme
load, often being spread thin by being elected to serve in several capacities simultaneously. An obvious example is that all members of the
National Spiritual Assembly also serve on the Local Spiritual Assembly
of Asmara. This same situation is also reflected in various committee
appointments.
The above is not and unusual situation as many Baha’i communities
have or had similar experiences. Given the relatively short time since
the Eritrean Baha’i community was formed, such circumstances are expected. However we are now aware that is an underlining danger of
entrenchment, where those serving in multi-capacities are left to carry
the load while others having potential are afforded no opportunity to develop and demonstrate the full potential of their capabilities. The second danger is in entitlement, where those serving in the same or similar
position over a long term start to feel that they are entitled to that position. Once again, this will have a deteriorating effect on the Baha’i community buy not allowing a diversity of community member growth potential.
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BAHA'I
COMMUNITY

Baha’i community members attending the regular Baha’i Sunday
morning meeting, and with children’s classes.
Left to right:

BAHA’I CENTER, ASMARA, ERITREA
SUN, 22 SEP 2000

Laurel Kessler (pioneer from the United States)
Luna Amanuel
Goitom Abers
Haidet Berhane
Semira Abraham
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BAHA’I YOUTH
Top left:
Berhane Gila-Michael presenting the Sunday morning Deepening
Class at the Asmara Baha’i Center; Topic: The Baha’i Covenant. Of
Egyptian/Eritrean background, Berhane serves on the National Spiritual
Assembly, and professionally is lawyer and business consultant.
Baha’i Youth (left to right):
Lua Tekest, Luam Tesfagirgis, Mery Brhane, Salem Tesfagirgio, Carmel
Iyob, Luwam Iyob, Sabrina Amanuel, and Sewit Yohanes (little girl).

Asefaw Habtemical
Member, National Spiritual Assembly of
the Baha’is of Eritrea
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`Abdu'l-Bahá wrote a series of letters, or tablets, to the followers of the religion in the United States in 1916-1917; these letters were compiled together
in the book ‘Tablets of the Divine Plan’. The eighth and twelfth of the tablets
mentioned Africa and were written on April 19, 1916 and February 15,
1917, respectively.

Front entrance to the
Baha’i National Center
and headquarters of
the National Spiritual
Assembly in 2000.

The Bahá'í Faith in Ethiopia begins after `Abdu'l-Bahá wrote letters encouraging taking the religion to Africa in 1916. Probably the first Bahá'í to settle
in the country came in early 1934 and with further pioneers by mid-1934,
the first Bahá'í Local Spiritual Assembly of the country was elected November in Addis Ababa. In 1962, Ethiopia Bahá'ís had elected a National Spiritual Assembly. By 1963 there were seven localities with smaller groups of
Bahá'ís in the country, and Eritrea was then included with Ethiopia. Later,
Eritrea would be established as a separate national entity.
The National Spiritual Assembly of Eritrea, formed in 1995 (In 1956 it was
part of North East Africa administrative region), is headquartered in Asmara.
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I bear witness, O my
God, that Thou hast
created me to know
Thee and to worship
Thee. I testify at this
moment to my
powerlessness and to
Thy might, to my
poverty and to Thy
wealth.
There is none other
God but Thee, the Help
in Peril, the SelfSubsisting.
-- Bahá’u’lláh

EMAHA TEKLAB

GILA MICHAEL BAHTA’S GRANDCHILDREN
(16 NOV 2000, GILA M. BAHTA’S HOME OFFICE, ASMARA)
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Weini Tesfay
Member of the Asmara
Baha’i Community, and
business secretary to
Berhane Gila-Micahel.

Weini Tesfay,
Member of the Asmara Baha’i community, a trusted employee of Berhane
Gila-Micahel’s, and performs secretarial and administrative duties in his law
office. She and her family were greatly impacted due to the devastating effects of the recent military conflict between Eritrea and Ethiopia. Never the
less, she performs her duties with a pleasant smile and as she offers a heart
felt greeting to those arriving for their appointments.
Weini was very helpful in providing quality information on Asmara, and in
making phone calls to prospective employers to arrange appointments for
me. Our heart-filled thanks and appreciation to her for services she provided, and also for her wonderful departing gifts.
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Freweini T. Lidet
Member, Asmara Baha’i Community

O Thou
Whose tests are a healing medicine to such as are nigh unto Thee, Whose sword is the ardent desire of
all them that love Thee, Whose dart is the dearest wish of those hearts that yearn after Thee, Whose
decree is the sole hope of them that have recognized Thy truth! I implore Thee, by Thy divine
sweetness and by the splendors of the glory of Thy face, to send down upon us from Thy retreats on
high that which will enable us to draw nigh unto Thee. Set, then, our feet firm, O my God, in Thy Cause,
and enlighten our hearts with the effulgence of Thy knowledge, and illumine our breasts with the
brightness of Thy names.
--Prayers and Meditations
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Berhane Gila-Michael
presenting the Sunday
morning Deepening
Class at the Asmara
Baha’i Center; Topic:
The Baha’i Covenant.

“Abraham, on Him be peace, made a covenant concerning Moses and
gave the glad-tidings of His coming. Moses made a covenant concerning
the promised Christ, and announced the good news of His advent to the
world. Christ made a covenant concerning the Paraclete and gave the tidings of His coming. The Prophet Muhammad made a covenant concerning
the Báb, and the Báb was the One promised by Muhammad, for Muhammad gave the tidings of His coming. The Báb made a Covenant concerning the Blessed Beauty, Bahá’u'lláh, and gave the glad-tidings of His coming for the Blessed Beauty was the One promised by the Báb. Bahá’u'lláh
made a covenant concerning a Promised One Who will become manifest
after one thousand or thousands of years. That Manifestation is
Bahá’u'lláh’s Promised One, and will appear after a thousand or thousands
of years. He, moreover, with His Supreme Pen, entered into a great Covenant and Testament with all the Bahá’ís whereby they were all commanded
to follow the Centre of the Covenant after His ascension, and depart, not
even to a hair’s breadth, from obeying Him.”

‘Abdu’l-Bahá, Bahá’í World Faith p. 358.
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EARLY BAHA’I BEGINNINGS
The Bahá'í Faith in Ethiopia begins after `Abdu'l-Bahá wrote letters encouraging taking the religion to Africa in 1916. Probably the first Bahá'í to settle in the country came in early 1934 and with further pioneers
by mid-1934, the first Bahá'í Local Spiritual Assembly of the country was elected November in Addis
Ababa. In 1962, Ethiopia Bahá'ís had elected a National Spiritual Assembly. By 1963 there were seven localities with smaller groups of Bahá'ís in the country, and Eritrea was then included with Ethiopia. Later,
Eritrea would be established as a separate national entity and with its own National Spiritual Assembly of
the Baha’is of Eritrea.

BAHA’I CHILDREN’S CLASSES
SEPTEMBER 2000

1.Lidya Tsehaye - Teacher
2. Elam Berhane 3. Shewit Yohannes 4. Semait Amha 5. Bisrat Tekle
6. Tomas O/Michael

7. Damon Naod 8. Dania Naod

Place prayer for children here
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PLAY TIME

L>R

TEDRAS TEKESTE - HELPMATE
DANIA NAOD

Tedras Tekeste
performs as ‘helpmate’
to toddlers in their
creative endeavors. Its
a activity that he much
enjoys and a function
he usually performs
with children at the
Baha’i Center.

DAMON NAOD

SHEWIT YOHANNES

VAHID TEDROS

SERMAIT AMHO

ELAM BERHANE
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CHAPTER 4

BIRTH OF
BAHA’U’LLAH
CELEBRATION
National Baha’i Center, Asmara, Eritrea
November 25, 2000

ATTENDEES

The Baha’i community is close-knit and seemingly supportive of
its membership in ways that will allow for its further growth, development and consolidation. A unity of spirit is displayed in its activities, and even though some expressed that they would enjoy
seeing more creative approaches to community organized
events having felt that it would stimulate and greatly inspire the
believers.

“The whole duty of man in this Day is to attain that share of the
flood of grace which God poureth forth for him. Let none, therefore, consider the largeness or smallness of the receptacle. The
portion of some might lie in the palm of a man’s hand, the portion
of others might fill a cup, and of others even a gallon-measure.”
Gleanings from the Writings of Baha’u’llah
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Africa
“...is poised to register a victory for the Cause that will reaffirm its position
among the front ranks of our world community. The time is critical, and
you must act promptly to realize this prospect. We therefore urge our
African brothers and sisters to take immediate account of their strengths,
needs and opportunities, and then resolve to turn the challenge posed
by these conditions into the means of success. You will of necessity give
concentrated attention to various plans and programmes of activity if you
are to advance to new stages of entry by troops, but simultaneously
certain underlying requisites will claim your special vigilance and
exertion. These are the elimination of tribal prejudice, the transformation
of prevailing social practices, and the fostering of education.”
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From old to young, a leadership transition awaits.

The Valley of Unity
“After passing through the Valley of Knowledge, which is the last plane of limitation, the wayfarer
cometh to the Valley of Unity and drinketh from the cup of the Absolute, and gazeth on the Manifestations of Oneness. In this station he pierceth the veils of plurality, fleeth from the worlds of the flesh,
and ascendeth into the heaven of singleness. With the ear of God he heareth, with the eye of God he
beholdeth the mysteries of divine creation. He steppeth into the sanctuary of the Friend, and shareth
as an intimate the pavilion of the Loved One. He stretcheth out the hand of truth from the sleeve of the
Absolute; he revealeth the secrets of power. He seeth in himself neither name nor fame nor rank, but
findeth his own praise in praising God. He beholdeth in his own name the name of God; to him, "all
songs are from the King,"* and every melody from Him. He sitteth on the throne of "Say, all is from
God," [Qur'án 4:80] and taketh his rest on the carpet of "There is no power or might but in God."
[Qur'án 18:37] He looketh on all things with the eye of oneness, and seeth the brilliant rays of the divine sun shining from the dawning-point of Essence alike on all created things, and the lights of singleness reflected over all creation.”
The Seven Valleys
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O Husayn!
Consider the eagerness with which certain peoples and nations
have anticipated the return of Imám-Husayn, whose coming, after
the appearance of the Qá'im, hath been prophesied, in days past,
by the chosen ones of God, exalted be His glory. These holy ones
have, moreover, announced that when He Who is the Day Spring of
the manifold grace of God manifesteth Himself, all the Prophets
and Messengers, including the Qá'im, will gather together beneath
the shadow of the sacred Standard which the Promised One will
raise. That hour is now come. The world is illumined with the
effulgent glory of His countenance. And yet, behold how far its
peoples have strayed from His path! None have believed in Him
except them who, through the power of the Lord of Names, have
shattered the idols of their vain imaginings and corrupt desires and
entered the city of certitude. The seal of the choice Wine of His
Revelation hath, in this Day and in His Name, the Self-Sufficing,
been broken. Its grace is being poured out upon men. Fill thy cup,
and drink in, in His Name, the Most Holy, the All-Praised.
--Gleanings
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Left > Right

Tesfazghi
Asmeret
Haimanot O. Michael
September 2000

Preĝoj revelaciitaj de Báb
Gloro estu al Vi, ho Eternulo, Vi Kiu ekzistigis ĉion kreitan per la potenco
de Via ordono. Ho Eternulo ! Asistu tiujn, kiuj abnegaciis ĉion alian krom
Vi, kaj donu al ili grandan venkon. Sendu sur ilin, ho Eternulo, la tutan
aron da anĝeloj en la ĉielo kaj sur la tero kaj ĉie inter tiuj, por helpi Viajn
servantojn, por asisti kaj fortigi ilin, por igi ilin kapablaj atingi sukceson,
por subteni ilin, por kroni ilin per gloro, por doni al ili honoron kaj altecon,
por riĉigi ilin kaj por igi ilin triumfantaj en brila venko. Vi estas ilia Sinjoro,
la Sinjoro de la ĉieloj kaj de la tero, la Sinjoro de ĉiuj mondoj. Plifortigu
tiun ĉi Kredon, ho Eternulo, per la forto de ĉi tiuj servantoj kaj ebligu al ili
superi ĉiujn popolojn de la mondo; ĉar, vere, ili estas Viaj servantoj
malligitaj de ĉio alia krom Vi, kaj Vi vere estas la protektanto de la fidelaj
kredantoj. Permesu Vi, ho Eternulo, ke iliaj koroj, per lojaleco al tiu ĉi Via
nerompebla Kredo, plifortiĝu super ĉio en la ĉielo kaj sur la tero kaj kio
ajn estas inter ili; fortigu, ho Eternulo, iliajn manojn per la signoj de Via
majesta potenco, por ke ili manifestu Vian potencon antaŭ la okuloj de la
tuta homaro. ( Báb )

Prayer by the Bab in Esperanto
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Left > Right

Timnit Tesfay
Lidya Tsehaye
Weini Tesfay
September 2000

The Tabernacle of Unity
“O servants! The springs of divine bestowal are streaming forth. Quaff
ye therefrom, that by the aid of the incomparable Friend ye may be
sanctified from this darksome world of dust and enter His abode. Renounce the world and direct your steps toward the city of the Beloved.”
“O servants! The fire that consumeth all veils hath been kindled by My
hand; quench it not with the waters of ignorance. The heavens are the
token of My greatness; look upon them with a pure eye. The stars bear
witness to My truth; bear ye likewise witness thereto.”
“O servants! Eyes are needed if one is to see, and ears, if one is to
hear. Whoso in this blessed Day hath not heard the divine call hath indeed no ear. By this is not meant that bodily ear that 68 is perceived by
the eye. Open your inner eye, that ye may behold the celestial Fire, and
listen with the ear of inner understanding, that ye may hear the delightsome words of the Beloved.”
Selections:‘The Tabernacle of Unity’, Author: Bahá’u’lláh
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Left > Right

Eleo Pruchin
Mesfin Habte
Yemapu Tekie
Seyoum
September 2000

Gleanings From the Writings of Bahá’u’lláh
“They who are the beloved of God, in whatever place they gather and
whomsoever they may meet, must evince, in their attitude towards God,
and in the manner of their celebration of His praise and glory, such humility
and submissiveness that every atom of the dust beneath their feet may attest the depth of their devotion. The conversation carried by these holy
souls should be informed with such power that these same atoms of dust
will be thrilled by its influence. They should conduct themselves in such 8
manner that the earth upon which they tread may never be allowed to address to them such words as these: “I am to be preferred above you. For
witness, how patient I am in bearing the burden which the husbandman layeth upon me. I am the instrument that continually imparteth unto all beings
the blessings with which He Who is the Source of all grace hath entrusted
me. Notwithstanding the honor conferred upon me, and the unnumbered
evidences of my wealth—a wealth that supplieth the needs of all creation—behold the measure of my humility, witness with what absolute submissiveness I allow myself to be trodden beneath the feet of men….”
59

(L) Daughter of Berhane Gila-Michael, (R) unknown
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Baha’i Youth

Baha’i Mothers

Saba Kidane (new Baha’i)
& Jasmine Omar (daughter, 3
years old)

Education of Children
“He Who is the Eternal Truth hath, from the Day Spring of
Glory, directed His eyes towards the people of Bahá, and
is addressing them in these words: “Address yourselves to
the promotion of the well-being and tranquillity of the children of men. Bend your minds and wills to the education of
the peoples and kindreds of the earth, that haply the dissensions that divide it may, through the power of the Most
Great Name, be blotted out from its face, and all mankind
become the upholders of one Order, 334 and the inhabitants of one City. Illumine and hallow your hearts; let them
not be profaned by the thorns of hate or the thistles of malice. Ye dwell in one world, and have been created through
the operation of one Will. Blessed is he who mingleth with
all men in a spirit of utmost kindliness and love.”

—Gleanings
Na’il Amedee Naren Randolph
held by Luna Amanue, Baha’i youth.

He who educates his son, or any other children, it is as though he hath educated one
of My children.—Tablet of Ishráqát

Children enjoying their cake

See Baha’i Childrens Classes, Pg. 43.

Bahá’u’lláh says education must be universal:
It is decreed that every father must educate his sons and
daughters in learning and in writing and also in that which
hath been ordained in the tablet. He who neglects that
which hath been commanded (in this matter), if he be rich,
it is incumbent on the trustees of the House of Justice to
recover from him the amount required for the education of
his children; otherwise (i.e. if the parent be not capable)
the matter shall devolve upon the House of Justice. Verily
We have made it (the House of Justice) an asylum for the
poor and needy.

Men and women must place a part of what they earn by
trade, agriculture or other business, in charge of a trustworthy person, to be spent in the education and instruction of
the children. That deposit must be invested in the education of the children, under the advice of the trustees (or
members) of the House of Justice. —Tablet of the World.

62

CHAPTER 5

RUHI INSTITUTE
The Ruhi Institute is an educational institution
which dedicates its efforts toward the development of human resources for the spiritual, social,
and cultural development of all people. Its area of
influence is extending globally through its educational programs which have been adopted by an
increasing number of agencies worldwide. The
Ruhi Institute has formulated strategies within a
special framework based on a philosophy of social change through education and development.

FIG. XXX

TRAINING
INSTITUTE
BOOK THREE
CLASS OF
29 OCT 2000

ATTENDEES - RUHI TRAINING INSTITUTE
BOOK THREE
COURSE COMPLETION AND GRADUATION - OCTOBER 29, 2000
BAHA’I CENTER, ASMARA, ERITREA

SAMIA HUSSIEN
SENAY TEFFERA*
BEREKET MEBRAHTU
RIDVAN MEHARI
HENOCK BEREKET
LUA TEKESTE
ASGHEDE GEBREAMLAK
HAIDAT BERHANE
DANIEL ASMEROM
SABRINA AMANUEL*
ERNESTINE MIHTSUN
BEREKET KELATI
ASMERET TESFAMARIAM
MESSAI YAHIA

See following page for name
identity.
*Facilitators

NITSIHTI GEBREWOLD
GOITOM ABERA
DAWIT BERHANE*
BERHANE BIMNET
HABTOM (CALLED ‘ESSPERANTO)
HAIMANOT OKBAMICHAEL
TUMUZGHI TESFAY
RIDVAN S.

64

ATTENDEES - RUHI TRAINING INSTITUTE, BOOK THREE
COURSE COMPLETION AND GRADUATION - OCTOBER 29, 2000, BAHA’I CENTER, ASMARA, ERITREA

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

SAMIA HUSSIEN
SENAY TEFFERA*
BEREKET MEBRAHTU
RIDVAN MEHARI
HENOCK BEREKET
LUA TEKESTE
ASGHEDE GEBREAMLAK

15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.

8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.

HAIDAT BERHANE
DANIEL ASMEROM
SABRINA AMANUEL*
ERNESTINE MIHTSUN
BEREKET KELATI
ASMERET TESFAMARIAM
MESSAI YAHIA

NITSIHTI GEBREWOLD
GOITOM ABERA
DAWIT BERHANE*
BERHANE BIMNET
HABTOM (CALLED ‘ESSPERANTO)
HAIMANOT OKBAMICHAEL
TUMUZGHI TESFAY
RIDVAN S.

*Facilitators
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Ruhi Institute study
session facilitated by
Senay Teffera.

“Bahá'ís everywhere are engaged in a global process of learning that
is helping to build their capacity to apply the teachings of Bahá'u'lláh
to the transformation of society. As a contribution to this learning
process, the Ruhi Institute carries out action and research in the field,
in order to develop programs and materials that enhance the capacity
of individuals and communities to serve humanity.”
The Ruhi Institute
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CHAPTER 6

GILA MICHAEL BAHTA
Member, Continental Board of Counselors

Africa

Gila Michael Bahta,
Birth of Baha’u’llah
celebration, Baha’i
Center, Asmara,
Eritrea, 12 Nov 2000

Gila Michael Bahta

Birth of Baha’u’llah celebration, As-

mara Baha’i Center. Upon my request he graciously grant me permission for a interview at his home.
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INTERVIEW

Gila Michael Bahta

Gila Michael Bahta
Home Office
Asmara, Eritrea
16 Nov 2000, 1830 Hours.

Unfortunately my interview notes are no longer available, perhaps lost forever. They contained not very much detail because
during the relatively short time we were together Gila’s attention
was constantly being diverted as several very young grandchildren repeatedly vied for his affection, and upon whom he never
failed to take time to shower his love. My memory now fails to
adequately recall what exactly transpired between us during our
conversation. Perhaps through some mysterious circumstance
my notes might surface, and if so, an addendum would be in order.
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Gila Michael Bahta,
Home Office
Asmara, Eritrea
16 Nov 2000

Gila Michael Bahta
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Gila Michael Bahta,
Home Office
Asmara, Eritrea
16 Nov 2000

Gila Michael Bahta
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Continental
Board of
Counsellors

Continental Boards of Counsellors
The Continental Board of Counsellors and National Spiritual Assemblies
both have specific functions relating to the protection and propagation
of the Faith. The duties of the Counsellors include directing the Auxiliary Board members, consulting and collaborating with National Spiritual Assemblies, and keeping the International Teaching Centre and
thus the Universal House of Justice informed about the conditions of
the Cause in their areas.
Counsellors have the duty to stimulate on each continent the expansion
and consolidation of the Faith and to promote the spiritual, intellectual,
and social aspects of Bahá'í life. The spiritual health of the community
and the vitality of the faith of the individual, the strengthening of the
foundations of family life, and the study of the Teachings receive special attention from the Counsellors and those called upon to assist
them. They are likewise concerned with enhancing the capacity of the
friends and their institutions to devise systematic plans of action, to execute them energetically, and to learn from experience in the course of
building the world civilization envisaged by Bahá'u'lláh. In this context,
promoting a culture of growth within the Bahá'í community is fundamental to the work of the Counsellors.
The flexibility and ease with which the Counsellors and Auxiliary Board
members can respond to a perceived need in the community — such
as the need for encouragement, explanation of plans, deepening in the
Teachings, protection of the Covenant — are notable elements of their
functioning. This flexibility enables them to operate as occasions demand, whether it is in giving counsel at a meeting, advising an individual in private, helping the friends to understand and obey a ruling of
the Spiritual Assembly, or dealing with issues of the Covenant. In all
these settings they are able to draw attention to relevant Texts, to impart information, explore situations, and acquaint themselves with conditions in ways not always possible to a Spiritual Assembly. They are
able then to share with Spiritual Assemblies, as deemed necessary,
ideas, analyses, perceptions and advice, which inevitably enhance the
ability of these Assemblies to serve their communities. Where Local Assemblies are new or weak, Auxiliary Board members encourage them
to organize their work. In all cases, they rally the local believers in support of the Assembly's initiatives.
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CHAPTER 7

ASMARA CITY
Asmara (äsmä´rä, äz–), city (1996 est. pop. 400,000), capital of Eritrea, at an altitude of c.7,300 ft
(2,225 m). The name also appears as Asmera. A commercial and industrial center, it is connected by
rail and highway with the Red Sea port of Massawa. Textiles and clothing, processed meat, beer,
shoes, and ceramics are the major industrial products. Asmara was a small village until the 1880s,
when it became an Ethiopian regional administrative center. Occupied by the Italians in 1889, it became (1900) the capital of the Italian colony of Eritrea. In the 1930s, Asmara was rapidly developed
as a base for the Italian invasion (1935–36) of Ethiopia; many Art Deco and other modern buildings
survive from this period. In 1941 the city was taken by British forces. In 1950 the Eritreans, seeking
independence from Ethiopia, reached an agreement with the government. But as Eritrean selfgovernance was withdrawn, the Eritrean Liberation Front was founded and an armed revolt ensued.
Asmara's airport became key in the conflict as it was used by the Eritreans to obtain arms and supplies from outside supporters. It became a part of Eritrea with that country's independence (1993).
The Columbia Encyclopedia, 6th ed. 2012
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RELIGION

Asmara is very diverse when it comes to religion. Three big landmarks of the city are the St Joseph's Cathedral, Asmara of the
Catholic faith, the Enda Mariam Coptic Cathedral of the Eritrean
Orthodox Tewahedo Church and the Al Khulafa Al Rashiudin
Mosque of the Islamic faith. Christians and Muslims have lived
peacefully together in Asmara for centuries.
The religion with the most believers in Asmara is the Eritrean Orthodox Tewahdo Church (60%), Catholicism (15%) and Sunni Islam (25%). The city also has a small membership of the Baha’i
Faith. The towns and villages surrounding the city in the highlands are predominantly Christian (most places being all Christian). Further towards the lowlands, a few Muslim towns and villages are found.
Asmara is also the see of the archbishop of the Eritrean Orthodox
Church, which became autocephalous in 1993. The archbishop
was elevated in 1998 to the rank of Patriarchate of Eritrea, on a
par with the Ethiopian Orthodox Tewahedo Church.
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ITALIAN
ERITREANS

The city has a significant population of Italian Eritreans. These
are Eritrean-born descendants of Italian settlers as well as Italian
long-term residents in Eritrea. Those born of mixed race unions
are called 'hanfets'. Their ancestry dates back from the beginning of the Italian colonization of Eritrea at the end of the 19th
century, but only after the Second Italo-Abyssinian War of 1935
they settled in large numbers. In the 1939 census of Eritrea there
were more than 75,000 Eritrean Italians (over 10% of the Eritrean
population then), most of them (53,000) living in Asmara. Many
Italian settlers got out of their colony after its conquest by the Allies in November 1941 and they were reduced to only 38,000 by
1946. Although many of the remaining Italians stayed during the
decolonization process after World War II and are actually assimilated to the Eritrean society, a few are stateless today, as none of
them were given citizenship unless through marriage or, more
rarely, by having it conferred upon them by the State. There are
approximately 900 Italian Eritreans remaining in the Asmara region. However, there an estimated 100,000 descendants of Italian Eritreans out of the 600,000 population of the city of Asmara.
Ref. wikipedia.com
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ARCHITECTURE
Asmara represents perhaps one
of the most concentrated and intact assemblage of Modernist architecture anywhere in the world.
The urban design within the Historic Perimeter has remained untouched since its original implementation and subsequent evolution throughout the 1930s, and the
architectural elements exemplify a
superlative example of Modernist
architecture in a complete urban
setting.
The city's architecture is heavily
influenced by Italian architecture.
Asmara is the site of an ancient
highland village called 'Arbate Asmara'. In 1885, the Italians invaded Eritrea and by 1900, Asmara had become the capital city.
The site was chosen for its salubrious highland climate, reliable water supply and ideal geographic
location in the centre of Eritrea.
Continue-
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In the early twentieth century, Asmara represented little more than
a tiny highland village. which grew
incrementally to become a wellestablished town by the 1920s.
However, by the 1930s, it was
clear that Italy, under the rule of
Mussolini, was intent on invading
neighboring Ethiopia and would
use Eritrea as the launch pad for
this long-held ambition.
In preparation for this substantial
military escapade, an unprecedented quantity of materials and
labour flowed into Eritrea throughout the 1930s.
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In a matter of months, Asmara became a vast building site, as over
70,000 Italians arrived to established new lives for themselves.
The rapid transformation of Asmara from a relatively minor town
into Africa's most modern and sophisticated city at that time overlapped with equally momentous
events in the world of design and
architecture, which involved the
global proliferation of Modernism
and its various forms, including
Futurism, Rationalism, Novecento, and Art Deco.
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The spirit of this new age of travel
and adventure was embodied in
these new architectural forms. Asmara was an ideal blank canvas
on which Italian architects could
practice and realize these modern
ideals.
From 1935 to 1941, thousands of
buildings were constructed in the
city, most of which reflect various
Modernist styles and some of
which represent inimitable architectural forms, such as petrol stations
mimicking airplanes and boats,
commercial buildings designed as
trains, cavernous cinemas with
fine period plasterwork and Art
Dem interiors, fine ultra-modern
hotels and offices, and government buildings with highly politicized monumental designs.
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The city is home to the Eritrean
National Museum and is known for
its early 20th century buildings,
including the Art Deco Cinema Impero (opened in 1937 and considered by the experts one of the
world's finest examples of Art
Déco style building[10]), Cubist Africa Pension, eclectic Orthodox
Cathedral and former Opera
House, the futurist Fiat Tagliero
Building, neo-Romanesque Roman Catholic Cathedral, and the
neoclassical Governor's Palace.
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The city is adorned by Italian colonial villas and mansions, one
prominent example being the
World Bank Building. Most of central Asmara was built between
1935 and 1941, so effectively the
Italians managed to build almost
an entire city, in just six years.[11]
At this time, the dictator Benito
Mussolini had great plans for a
second Roman Empire in Africa.
War cut this short, but his injection
of funds created the Asmara of today, which supposedly was to be a
symbol that Fascism worked and
is an ideal system of government.
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The shows off most early 20th century architectural styles. Some
buildings are neo-Romanesque,
such as the Roman Catholic Cathedral, some villas are built in a late
Victorian style. Art Deco influences
are found throughout the city; essentially Asmara was then what
Dubai is now.
Architects were restricted by nothing more than the bounds of their
imaginations and were given the
funds to create masterpieces
which we can see today. Essences
of Cubism can be found on the Africa Pension Building, and on a
small collection of buildings.
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Asmara has been regarded as
"New Rome" due to its Italian-style
architecture, wide streets, piazzas
and coffee bars. While the boulevards are lined with palms and local shiba'kha trees, there are numerable pizzerias and coffee bars,
serving cappucinos and lattes, as
well as ice cream parlours. People
in Asmara dress in a unique, yet
Eritrean style. Asmara is also
highly praised for its peaceful,
crime-free environment. It is one
of the cleanest cities on the continent.
End
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Asmara, known
locally as Asmera is the
capital city and largest
settlement in Eritrea.
Home to a population of
around 649,000
inhabitants, it sits at an
elevation of 2,325
metres.
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Asmara is situated
in Eritrea's central
Maekel Region, and is
divided into thirteen
districts or
administrative areas,
namely:
Acria, Abbashaul,
Edaga Hamus, Arbaete
Asmara, Mai Temenai,
Paradiso, Sembel,
Godaif, Maekel Ketema
or Downtown, Tiravolo,
Gejeret, Tsetserat and
Gheza Banda.
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Asmara’s origins
actually reach back to
between 800 BC and
400 BC. The Tigrinya
and Tigre people live
around there. Originally,
it is said, there were
four clans living in the
Asmara area on the
Kebessa Plateau:
Gheza Gurtom
Gheza Shelele
Gheza Serenser
Gheza Asmae.
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CHRONOLOGY
British Occupation
1941 - 1952
Federation with
Ethiopia
1952 - 1961
Eritrean War of
Independence 1961 1991
Eritrean-Ethiopian War
May 1998 - June 2000

Continued - These four clans fought each other until the women of each
clan decided that to preserve peace the clans must unite. The men accepted, and hence the name Arbate Asmera came into existance. In
the Tigrinya language, Arbaete Asmara literally means "the four (feminine plural) made them unite". Eventually the first part of the name “Arbaete” was dropped and it has been called simply Asmara which
means "they [feminine, thus referring to the women] made them unite".
Although there is still a zone called Arbaete Asmara, it is now called by
the Italianized version of the word Asmara. The westernized version of
the name is used by a majority of non-Eritreans, while the multilingual
inhabitants of Eritrea and neighboring peoples remain loyal to the original pronunciation, Asmera. An Ethiopian legend tells that in this region
the Queen of Sheba gave birth to the son of Solomon, Menelik I.
Asmara, which was part of the kingdom of Medri Bahri (later Republic
of Hamassien), would briefly come under the occupation of the Britishbacked and -supported Egyptians. Later Emperor Yohannes IV of Ethiopia occupied briefly occupied the area and gave his trusted Ras Alula
the title of governor of Medri Bahri. Alula moved the capital of the province to Asmara, which then had about 150 inhabitants. At this time, the
largest city in Eritrea was Debarwa, now located in the Debub Region.
This was the historical capital of the Bahri Negash of Medri Bahri.
Within four years, the town's population numbered more than three thousand, and its commercial importance, with increased trade with Massawa, grew considerably.
Italy was defeated in 1941, and the British administered the city and the
rest of the country from 1941 to 1952. During this time, many industries
were shipped out of the city to other British colonies like India and
Kenya. The British maintained initially the Italian administration of Eritrea, but the country soon started to be involved in a violent process of
independence: from the British in the late forties, and from the Ethiopians after 1952, who annexed Eritrea in that year). Asmara was one of
the cities (along with Addis Ababa and Gondar) that Queen Elizabeth II
of the United Kingdom visited in 1965, at the invitation of the thenEmperor of Ethiopia, Haile Selassie I.
In the late 1930s the Italians changed the face of the town, with a new
structure and new buildings: Asmara was called Piccola Roma (Little
Rome).
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CHRONOLOGY
Continued
United States Army
Kagnew Station
1943 - 1977
Enter United Nations
Peace Keepers 2000
Arrival Terry Randolph
in Eritrea Sep 2000

Continued - While Eritrea was under Italian colonial rule, architecturally
conservative early-20th-century Europeans used Asmara "to experiment with radical new designs. Nowadays the major part of buildings
are of Italian origin, and shops still have Italian names (e.g., Bar Vittoria,
Pasticceria moderna, Casa del formaggio, and Ferramenta).
Asmara was populated by a numerous Italian community and consequently the city acquired an Italian architectural look. The city of Asmara had a population of 98,000, of which 53,000 were Italian according to the Italian census of 1939. This fact made Asmara the main "Italian town" of the Italian empire in Africa. In all Eritrea the Italians were
75,000 in that year.
Many industrial investments were made by Italy in Asmara, but the beginning of World War II stopped the blossoming industrialization of the
area.
Italy was defeated in 1941, and the British administered the city and the
rest of the country from 1941 to 1952. During this time, many industries
were shipped out of the city to other British colonies like India and
Kenya. The British maintained initially the Italian administration of Eritrea, but the country soon started to be involved in a violent process of
independence: from the British in the late forties, and from the Ethiopians after 1952, who annexed Eritrea in that year). Asmara was one of
the cities (along with Addis Ababa and Gondar) that Queen Elizabeth II
of the United Kingdom visited in 1965, at the invitation of the thenEmperor of Ethiopia, Haile Selassie I.
In 1952, the United Nations resolved to federate the former colony under Ethiopian rule. During the federation, Asmara was no longer the
capital city. The capital was now Addis Ababa, over 1000 kilometers to
the south. The national language of the city was therefore replaced
from Tigrinya language to the Ethiopian Amharic language. In 1961, emperor Haile Selassie I ended the "federal" arrangement and declared
the territory to be the 14th province of the Ethiopian Empire. Ethiopia's
biggest ally was the USA. The city was home to the US Army's Kagnew
Station installation from 1943 until 1977. The Eritrean War of Independence began in 1961 and ended in 1991, resulting in the independence
of Eritrea. Asmara was left relatively undamaged throughout the war, as
were the majority of highland regions. After independence, Asmara,
again became the capital of Eritrea.
The Eritrean–Ethiopian War took place from May 1998 to June 2000 between Ethiopia and Eritrea, forming one of the conflicts in the Horn of
Africa. Eritrea and Ethiopia—two of the world's poorest countries—spent hundreds of millions of dollars on the war, and suffered tens
of thousands of casualties as a direct consequence of the conflict,
which resulted in minor border changes.
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CHAPTER 8

ARTISTS
ASMARA

World Aids Day
Asmara, 2003

Photo: Faytinga/myspace

FAYTINGA
WEBSITES

http://faytinga.com
www.myspace.com/faytinga
https://plus.google.com/1105424
52778789205574
www.facebook.com/pages/Faytin
ga/156799061110643

Dehab Faytinga bases her music on the traditional sounds of Eritrea's Kunama ethnic group [Kunama is her father's heritage
which she also melds with her mother's Tigrinya and Bilen heritage], and her songs are a reflection of her nation's struggle for
independence.
The Kunama Ethnic Group are a Nilotic people living in Eritrea
and Ethiopia. 80% of Kunamas live in Eritrea yet make up only
2% of the population of Eritrea, where they are one of the smallest ethnic groups. Most live in the remote and isolated area between the Gash and Setit rivers near the border with Ethiopia. As
refugees of the Ethiopian-Eritrean War (1998–2000) they now re90

side in the tense area just over the border with Eritrea and in proximity
to the contested border village of Badme.
The Kunama speak a Nilo-Saharan language unrelated to the dominant
languages in Eritrea and Ethiopia. Although some Kunama still practice
traditional beliefs, most are Islamic and Christians (Orthodox). Formerly nomadic, today they are farmers and pastoralists.
Reference:
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kunama_people
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RAHWA
RAHWA GHERMAI
Local artist in Asmara, and with
whom I visited on several
occasions.

92

ARTIST
GOY
Goy is the second artist that I
visited to interview and
photograph. Rahwa made the
arrangements for me to meet
and visit him at his home
studio.
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CHAPTER 9

TRIP TRIP TO
BERANTU
Barentu is a town in southwestern Eritrea, lying
south of Agordat. The Nilotic Kunama and Nara
peoples mainly inhabit it. The leader of the Nara
people, Shekaray Agaba, was first to build the
town named Umba Arenku, which it means ‘white
water’. Barentu is located in the Gash-Barka
Zone of Eritrea, is the capital city of that zone,
home to the Nara and Kunama tribes, and is the
largest town in that zone. Though the city is integrated with different types tribes, Tigrinya is con-

sidered as the dominant tribe. The area’s climate is semi-desert with hot summers and cold
during winter. Since my visit is now one of the
fastest growing cities in Eritrea.
Ref. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Barentu,_Eritrea

Previously,

Faytinga had agreed to take me

to the village of her birth. We departed at 0430,
Saturday, 14 Oct 2000 by car I rented the previous day from ETS in Asmara. Morning fog and
bad road out of Asmara made slow going for the
first twenty-five minutes into the trip. Later we hit
better road conditions on the main highway and
traveling became enjoyable. The trip was largely
uneventful except for the periodic stops at checkpoints maned by military troops. This proved to
be an eyeopener because whenever we were
stopped all military personnel knew her, expressed happiness to see her, and they would
joke together. She told them that she and I were
traveling to her home village where she still had
relatives, and the place where her father had
lived. We were always passed through without
difficulty. On my visits to her home Faytinga had
told me of her family background and the exploits of her father in seeking to establish Eritrean
independence from Ethiopia. But I had no idea
of her personal background and the enormous
respect she commands due to her exploits as a
Eritrean freedom fighter, and from the early age
of fourteen. I would learn the details much later.
The purpose for my trip upcountry (or perhaps
downcountry) was to experience Eritrean life outside Asmara, to explore the country and meet
people who only know village life. Understanding, all the while care must be taken to approach
people in a respectful and mannerly fashion
based on how its done in-country.

With the coming dawn followed by the rising sun
the beauty of the countryside begins to be revealed. We were traveling along Highway P2
and decided to stop for refreshments first at
Keren and then in Akordat, the latter being where
Faytinga remarked “I’m familiar with this town.
True enough, she received almost instant recognition. I was introduced all around, we purchased
refreshments, and then prepared to depart.
After approximately seven hours we finally arrived in Berantu and went directly to visit
Faytinga’s relatives at the home where she spent
a part of her childhood. Cousins seem to
abound, and all were surprised to meet the person she was with. Tea was made and corn
popped to welcome this ‘strange‘ visitor to their
home. We visited two villages where she had
relatives and friends, and as expected there was
more tea and popped corn to be had. Finally we
ended up at the local market where it became
evident to me that within the mass of people
shopping not all were Eritrean, but in fact there
were a large amount of Sudanese, and also with
a few other nationalities represented; most being
refugees from war and strife torn regions. Several NGOs are actively working in this area, and
United Nations peacekeepers abound and with
their support staff in evidence.
Originally, I had wanted to take photographs to
complement the collection of old postcards I had
acquired, but not much was left of old style architectures, especially that with an Italian legacy.
So I photographed local village life, the market
arena, and for contrast was able to find some Sudanese who agreed to be my photographic subjects; and for a small fee, of course.
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Faytinga stated that we should prepare to leave
because the return trip will be long, and not later
than 1530 which should see our arrival in Asmara by 2300. Unknowingly at the time, the return trip would be with some difficulty.
The start of the trip was nice, and I had agreed
to take on a passenger to avoid him having to
find other means for returning to Asmara. However, after three hours into our return a violent
thunder erupted and with flooding in many areas
that make driving slow as visibility was extremely
low and at times making it necessary to pull over
an stop.

mentum. For the next four hours this would be a
continuing trying experience, one filled with uncertainty because it became questionable if the
car would be able to make Asmara or not. Not to
get stuck on a stormy night and with massive
flooding took a lot of effort to keep the motor
‘alive’ and the vehicle in forward motion.
Finally, at approximately 2315 we arrived in Asmara in drizzling rain. My passenger disembarked and Faytinga wanted to be dropped at
the home of a friend. I then proceeded home to
my apartment at the Sembal Housing Complex.

In addition, the car developed problems with the
clutch. This made it impossible to drive at normal highway speeds even if there were no thunder storm. The struggle became learning to operate a faulty clutch in order to avoid engine cutoff and continue driving with some degree of mo-
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BERANTU

Areal view of Berantu
Photo by A.Korzeniowski/panoramio
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CHAPTER 10

MY CONTACTS
Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, ligula suspendisse
nulla pretium, rhoncus tempor placerat fermentum, enim integer ad vestibulum volutpat. Nisl
rhoncus turpis est, vel elit, congue wisi enim nunc
ultricies sit, magna tincidunt. Maecenas aliquam
maecenas ligula nostra, accumsan taciti. Sociis
mauris in integer, a dolor netus non dui aliquet,
sagittis felis sodales, dolor sociis mauris, vel eu libero cras. Interdum at. Eget habitasse elementum
est, ipsum purus pede porttitor class, ut.

ASMARA -

CONTACTS

Abraha, Helen, Photo Eritrea (Family owned, she
being a daughter), PO Box 701; Tel. 12-05-37,
Email: sunset_ablaze@yahoo.com

Asmara Butchery, Mr. Mulugeta, (Where I would
purchase fresh meat, and located near the China
Star Restaurant}; Tel. 114863

Africare, Tel. 182188

Aster, Research and Development; Tel. 12-28-08

Akla and Demos, Mister’s both, Barento or Tocombia (Tribal people); Tel. 11-98-07

China Star Restaurant, Tekie Haile, Manager, Nyglar Hotel area, PO Box 170, Tel. 125853

Ambassador Hotel, 38 Harnet Avenue, Asmara,
Eritrea; Room #306

Cosmos Restaurant, (serves pasta, beef,
chicken), Tel. 120959
Chris, Golda, UNMEE, Peace Keeping Personnel
Office; Tel. 15-19-08
Debesai, Alem, Secretary, Eritrea Cultural Heritage, 2nd Fl., near Home Comfort. Tel. 12-20-59

!

Dahas, Faytinga, Singer and former Eritrea Freedon Fighter; Tel. 18-44-17
De Perzio, Clavdio, Sign Maker and Photographer; Tel. 18-23-99

American Express, Maursen Mouetta, Attendant,
Tel. 12-00-04, Ext. 2415
Amoel, Luna, (Baha’i youth, first babysitter of
Na’il Randolph). Tel. 12-34-39
Andemeska, Ghebru, Metal Worker, Ex.
Glasscot.P.L. Co, formally Addis Ababa, now in
Asmara. He had worked with artist Afework
Tekle, and to whom I delivered his message
upon my arrival in Addis.

ERI Guest House, PO Box 3788; Tel. 18-18-53,
Fax. 12-70-31
Express Mail, Post Office, Melat, Attendant, Tel.
12-50-29
Fontana Rent-a-Car, (Abdul-Kerim Nur Hagos,
Agent), Ave. Ras Beiene Baraki 66; Tel. Ofc. 1200-52, Fax. 12-79-05
Ghenet, Ms. (Nigsiti-Goitom), (Works at the
Yemen Embassy, her sisters live in the US, Address: 298 S. Whiting St., No. U12, Alexandria,
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VA). Ofc. 11-74-46, 18-48-92. 18-13-99, Fax. 22304

Nabil (son of apartment owner, Sembel Housing
Complex), Tel. 15-08-02 or 12-36-95

Gila-Michael, Berhane, (Baha’i, not Estane, his
wife), NSA Member, PO Box 265, Tel. Ho. 15-0573, Ofc. 12-23-88, Email: icg@gemei.com.er

Nhongo, Simon, Resident Representative, UNDP,
(Ms. Abeba, Secretary); Tel. 15-11-43

Heldemariam, Mehari, PO Box 3404, Tel. Ho.
119766, School. 120505
Huria (Hu-ri-a), (sister of owner), Suit Shop, Liberation Ave., near Ambassador Hotel
Kessler, Laurel West, Director, Asmara International Community School, PO Box 4941, Tel. Ho.
125145, Ofc. 161705, Fax 291-1-161705, Email
aics@eol.com.er - (She and husband both from
the United States and longtime Baha’i pioneers
in the region, first in Ethiopia).
Kohaiyo, Mr., (located at the Museum and offered to teach me about Eritrea historical places
and to better understand the culture).
Lorie and Wayne, (she Baha’i, not husband), Tel.
12-51-45
LTS - Tour Auto Rental, Tel. Ofc. 119239/40

Randolph, Terry, Baha’i Pioneer and Traveling
Teacher, Environmentalist, Sembel Residental
Complex; Tel. Ho. 15-08-02, Email:
eagle-1@agnet.gemel.com.er
Rental Taxi, WSO 57/00, Kesete, Tel. 16-14-07
Sohel Photo, Amanuel Ogbalidet, Manager,
Genet Heaueu (Attendant), Lorenzo Tazaz Str.
No. 31, PO Box 188; Tel. Ofc. 120324, Fax.
120283
Solomon (former solider, station in Ber????), Tel.
18-46-52 and 36-02-01
Sun Shine Hotel, Rezene Yamaneab, Manager,
PO Box 3406; Tel. Ofc. 127874/76/80/82, Fax.
127866
Taxi Service, Russom Ghebregherghis, Taxi
Driver, PO Box 2439, Tel. 11-86-90

Maalo, Alinoz, Real Estate and Brokerage Service, Sematat St., #27, PO Box 2332; Tel. Ho.
184489, Ofc. 121720 or 201614

Tedla, Mehtzum and Ernestine, M&Y Consulting
Architects, Tel: Ho. 150172, Bus 123819 (He:
member of NSA; Wife: Baha’i Pioneer from the
United States, Detroit).

Mebrahtu, Bereket, PO Box 1063; Tel. Ho.
114675

Tekly, Wedy, Info: Eritrea Historical Sites - Bembory, located at the Fire Bragrade.

Mebrahtu, Rebka, (Sister of and c/o Bereket Mebrahtu), PO Box 1063; Tel. Ho. 114675

Telecommunication Service (receive Fax), Tel.
291-1-122904

Nabatanzi, Rosemary, Program Manager, Oxfam
(located across from the Blue Nile Restaurant),
PO Box 4118; Tel. Ofc. 291-1-125191 or 125192,
Fax. 125190, Email: oxfameri@eol.com.er.

TFanus Enterprises, Daniel Comboni St., No. 46,
PO Box 724; Tel. Ofc. 291-1-202511/10, Fax.
126457, Email: tfanus@gemel.com.er, Web.
www.tfanus.com
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Viswanatham, Dr. K.S., Water Resources Management Expert, Water Resources Department, PO
Box 7053; Tel. Ho. 151400, Ofc. 119636, Ext.
209, Email: wrd@gemel.com.er (Baha’i). Home:
Sembel Residence Complex, PO Box 1488,
Block 203-1-1
Yemen Airlines, Mr. Gebre, Attendant; Tel. Ofc.
12-0199, Fax. 12-01-07
Yordawos, J (009) L; Tel. 12-53-58
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!
Eritrean Cultural and
Civic Center

Negassi, Salem N., Director, Red Sea Corporation, PO Box 5110,
located 2nd Floor, Eritrean Cultural Center, 6th & New York, Ave.,
NW, Washington, DC, Tel. Ho. 202-628-2174; Ofc. 202-628-6644;
Fax: 202-393-0422; Email: nsalem@juno.com.
I had previously visited the Eritrean Cultural Center on several occasions to gain understanding of the status of war in Eritrea. Always there were people eating, drinking coffee and talking
among each other. I would engage some of them in conversation and express my intent to visit Eritrea and that I would like
their opinions if it was now safe to do so. Overwhelming assurances were given that the war was over and the arrival of United
Nations Peace Keepers was imminent. Several individuals expressed that they were now making arrangements to return
home.
On this day I called to make an appointment and met with Ms.
Negassi to gain her opinion of conditions in Eritrea. She, too, expressed opinion that the war had ended and conditions had improved, and that it was safe to visit Eritrea. Asmara had not been
touched (physical damage) by the war, was also safe to visit, but
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one should reframe from traveling to sensitive
border areas.
Ethiopia Development Center, 14th Street
(near Thomas Circle), NW, Washington DC
Made appointment, and went to speak with the
director about war-ending and if it was now safe
to visit Ethiopia. Interestingly, her response was
almost as identical as that received from my Eritrean contacts. No one seemed much concerned about the war anymore, or, more specifically, had take a somewhat lax attitude about it,
as if it was expected and, to some degree
seemed comfortable about it, no matter the out
come.
After visiting these two countries I would better
understand the basis for those significant attitudes I now experienced.

104

FIG. XXX

CHAPTER 12

ASSESSMENT
Eritrea Baha’i Community
The following assessment is largely based on the purpose for my trip to Africa and summarized as a
threefold process: engage local Baha’i teaching and community development and consolidation efforts; promote the practice moral leadership, the stabilizing effects of law, and the introduction of ethical performance criteria to systems of governance; that we view as a viable trilateral and necessary
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framework for implementing global human development. In addition, it
would allow me gain experience and acquire understanding of Baha’i
Faith and its challenges and operational role as a unique conveyance
for spiritual expediency within the confines of Eritrean society.

O SON OF MAN!
Ascend unto My heaven,
that thou mayest obtain
the joy of reunion, and
from the chalice of
imperishable glory quaff
the peerless wine.
--Hidden Words

I am unable to complete a detailed assessment of the the Baha’i community because I lack necessary qualifications, not of that cultural background, and was not in-country for and extended period of time. However, the Baha’i community is close-knit and seemingly supportive of its
membership in ways that will allow for its further growth, development
and consolidation. Due to the ravaging suffered by some of its members, conscripted to serve in the recently ended war with its neighbor,
time is required to both heal those families affected due to lost of loved
ones and others who may have survived but sustained various physical
disabilities, and some cases others who also sustained sever mental
trauma.
The Baha’i community is close-knit and seemingly supportive of its
membership in ways that will allow for its further growth, development
and consolidation. Due to the ravaging suffered by some of its members, conscripted to serve in the recently ended war with its neighbor,
time is required to both heal those families affected due to lost of loved
ones and others who may have survived but sustained various physical
disabilities, and some cases others who also sustained sever mental
There is continuing need to expand community activities in ways that
will support the development of leadership qualities among its members. The current status quo is that those identified as demonstrating
leadership capability are also those same few carrying an extreme
load, often spread very thin by serving in several capacities simostainously. One obvious example is that members of the National Spiritual
Assembly of the Baha’is of Eritrea also comprise the membership of the
Local Spiritual Assembly of the Baha’is of Asmara. This same situation
is also reflected in various committee memberships.
This situation is not an unusual occurrence in Baha’i communities as
many have had a similar experience, and due to the relatively short
time since formal Eritrean Baha’i community formation, it can be expected. However we are now aware that one danger, of course, lies in
entrenchment, where those serving in multi-capacities are left to carry
the load while others with capacity are afforded no opportunity to dem106

onstrate their capability. The second danger is entitlement, where
those serving in the same or similar position over a long term may start
to feel entitled to that position(s).

O SON OF MAN!
The light hath shone on
thee from the horizon of
the sacred Mount and
the spirit of
enlightenment hath
breathed in the Sinai of
thy heart. Wherefore,
free thyself from the veils
of idle fancies and enter
into My court, that thou
mayest be fit for
everlasting life and
worthy to meet Me. Thus
may death not come
upon thee, neither
weariness nor trouble.
--Hidden Words
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CHAPTER 12

NOTES

NOTES

Creadell Haley; Reference: Foggy Bottom
News, Washington DC, dated June 2000, details
on Creadell Haley’s life.

1

I first met Creadell Haley at an afternoon Baha’i
Tea/Fireside in Foggy Bottom during August
2000 hosted by and held at the apartment of Hazel Neave (Hazel is originally from Maryland,
Chancellor’s Run Road, Great Mills, St. Mary’s
Co., MD 20634, Tel. 301-863-7986, a longtime
pioneer to Thailand, and a former caretaker of
the Washington DC Baha’i Center, 5732 16th
Street, NW (ca 1973). Her mother was also a Baha’i, and lived at the family home in Maryland).
Both Hazel and Creadell rented and lived in
separate apartments in the same building. It
was here that I first learned of Creadell’s background, and desiring to know more of her fascinating history decided to invited her to have
lunch with my son and I to take place the following day.
I picked her up and we three first went to the
Washington Marina to walk, talk and enjoy the
scenery. She joked and played with Na’il, and
then we all went to a Chinese restaurant in Silver
Springs, MD (just off Georgia Avenue and very
near Giant Foods).
Note: Records pertaining to our meeting also fell victim to
thief and/or damage due to squirrel invasion of my storage
locker.

Na’il A. N. Randolph at the gravesite of Creadell Haley, 19
Nov 2000. Location: Quantico National Memorial Cemetery,
Grave #258, Section #5, Rank: Sargent, United States Army;
Died: 2 Nov 2000, Interred: 8 Nov 2000.
http://www.cem.va.gov/cems/nchp/quantico.asp
Photo by: Terry Nelson Randolph.

Saudi Arabia Redirection: Flight to Frankfurt,
Germany, 18 Sep 00

2

Departed Dulles International Airport, Virginia on
United Airlines bound for Frankfurt, Germany. R
was after a 4-½ hour delay, due, attendants said,
to scheduled maintenance. I do not believe we
passengers learned the truth. The flight was uneventful. Reached Germany where the airport
terminal was over crowded, many, many people
attempting to determine what happened to their
flights and when they would depart. I would
seem as if the airlines had suffered major scheduling problems due to some unexplained circumstance. In any event, we missed our connecting
flight on Lufthansa bound for Eritrea.
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Told that there would be a 2-4 day wait for the
next plane to Eritrea, but, and alternative would
be to take a flight bound for Saudi Arabia (no additional cost) via Jeddah to Eritrea. Close questioning of the attendant revealed deep uncertainty concerning exactly how long (days wait)
until the next flight and if seats would be available. She could not answer these questions. Effort to acquire meaningful information was being
done amongst passenger turmoil. Therefore, because of such uncertainty I opted for the alternative and booked passage on Saudi Airline, connecting in Jeddah for Eritrea. This turned out to
be a big mistake. In any event, it necessitated
an overnight stay at a local hotel, and an early
morning departure.
Saudi Airline flew over Jeddah; an announcement to this effect was made over the intercom
while in route that the flight would not land at Jeddah. The woman seated next to Na’il noticed my
reaction to this news and stated that “You should
have booked passage on a different flight”.
What she did not know was that I was given assurances that the flight would stop in Jeddah
where I would be able to make connection for Eritrea. The stewardess informed me, when I questioned her, that foreigners were not allowed to disembark in Jeddah unless they had a transit visa.
This was the first time I had heard of this requirement; and this, seemingly, was the basic reason I
was booked through to Ryad. I leaned back in
my seat and resigned myself for the unknown
once we reached Ryad.
There are approximately 21 passengers, all Eritrean except myself and Na’il, who were returning home to visit their relatives. We experienced
more that an eight-hour layover in the Rhyad International Airport, herded into a large cavernous

waiting room by armed guards, and given a specific area to occupy. Those experienced with
Saudi ways with foreigners would tell me not to
worry; as this was the way, they often mistreated
foreigners. Neither food nor drink was available,
and during time, which turned out to be an overnight stay, we were told at two different intervals
that domestic flights had been cancelled. We
were give curt response to our requirement for
toilet facilities, food and water. We would finally
be directed to bathrooms, down an adjacent passageway, that we would be allowed to use. After
approximately four hours of waiting, some foods
were made available for purchase. Throughout
our stay in this terminal, armed guards would protrol the upstairs passageway to keep us under
constant observation.
Na’il, whom I pushed around the waiting area in
his stroller, was young and oblivious to what was
taking place. In fact, he was actually enjoying
himself through my efforts to keep satisfied.
There was no crying nor fussing, and when
drowsy, simply slept in the stroller. I did not
know to expect from him, but experience would
reveal that he is not much problem on long trips,
no matter modes of transportation.
Domestic Terminal
Next morning, around six o’clock, we merged
with other groups of passengers and herded like
animals to the domestic terminal. Much crowding, bumping, pushing, and shoving was experienced, and I had to take extreme measures, at
time, just to keep Na’il from being injured by the
crowd. We mistakenly thought we were now
able to board the domestic flight to Jeddah. Not
so, instead, we were herded into a cafeteria area
where food was made available. I was shocked
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because one must first obtain a chit in order to
acquire food. The crowd was rushing like mad
because they were afraid that many would be left
out. One man cautioned me that I should hurry
and get to the front and in line before everything
was taken. This would mean leaving Na’il alone
and unattended for a period. When opportunity
presented itself, I showed him where I was going
and made certain that he would be able to see
me. At this time, the crowds were very demanding, pushing hard to obtain food chits. They
were rushed the attendant charged with handing
them out. At this point, with a smile on his face,
he simply threw many into the air and observed
the resulting scramble with great pleasure. I
stopped to observe the chaos with deep revulsion due to the inhuman behavior by the attendant. I decided to wait until calm had returned
even if it meant that no food would be available
for Na’il and I to eat. I returned to sit beside him
and wait to see what would happen. Finally, one
man with whom I had talked with the night came
over and presented us with food he had left. At
this moment, the crowds had thinned and I went
forward to the galley to see what was available.
Obtained chits for Na’il and I, obtained food and
drink, and returned to our table. However, within
less than ten minutes, the call was made for
boarding, and all had to leave food behind and
joust for position to board the plane. All the
scrambling had been for naught because most
food had to be left behind.
Boarding
Plane boarding and seating was ‘first come, first
served’, and I was cautioned, by the same individual with whom I spoken with the night before,
to make haste to board because once all seats
were taken they would close the door and no one

else would be able to board. He knew this from
experience, explaining that only those first on
board would be accommodated. Therefore, with
child-in-hand, I was determined that I would not
again suffer such nightmare, at least not at this
time and place. Aggressive tactics saw Na’il
and I on the plane and seated together. Finally,
passengers animal-like behavior calmed to manageable proportions as most were able to acquire seating. However, a glance back at the still
open door revealed a mass flailing of hands and
arms as people stilled clamored to get aboard as
the attendants pushed the door close, leaving
the stranded on the tarmac. They would then be
returned to the terminal to await chaotic experience. This nightmare began fading from our
minds as the plane gained speed, took off, and
increased in altitude; hopefully, never to be repeated.
Dehab Faytinga
The history of Dehab Faytinga is a reflection of
the history of her country, and she symbolizes
the fight for the defense of Eritrea. Starting in the
1950’s the British occupied a settlement called
“Fighting Gun.” In local parlance, this became
“Faid Tinga”, the word from which Faytinga takes
her name.
From the ethnic group “Kunama”, she is from the
low country in the southwest of Eritrea. Her
mother is from the high plateaus and the ethnic
group “Blen”, and her father is from the ethnic
group “Tigrinya”
Born in 1964, Faytinga became directly involved
in the fight for liberation at the age of 14, fighting
until 1991. Because of her origin and her personal engagement in the struggle for liberation,
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Faytinga has become a symbol for the entire
country.
Fayotingun Longhi
Fayotingun Longhi, one of the most highly decorated men from Kunama during the period of
Italian colonialism, must have been a popular
man within his community. Between 1952 and
1962 he was enthusiastically elected to represent the people of his district in the Eritrean parliament. After the end of the federal arrangement
he was imprisoned several times by the Ethiopian government for his pro-Eritrean work. He
was a political prisoner when the military regime
came to power and was only set free when the
EPLF stormed this particular Asmara prison and
freed 1,200 prisoners in 1974.
Reference: Peasants and nationalism in Eritrea: a critique of
Ethiopian studies By Jordan Gebre-Medhin, P.158

Nicknamed the "Fighting Gun," Longhi was born
in Gulu, Suzenu in the Kunama area, in the late
1910s. Though Christian at birth, he "switched"
and converted to Islam in the 1940s.
Reference: Peasants and nationalism in Eritrea: a critique of
Ethiopian studies By Jordan Gebre-Medhin, P.160

We know now that Longhi and Idris Hamid Awate
were fighting the same enemies, namely the Unionist shita and the BMA (British Military Administration). As a result of this, at a given specific
moment Longi and Awate joined their forces to
attack BMA police garrisons, to ambush police
forces as well as to fight the advances of
Ethiopian-supported shifta. In the meantime the
Beni-Amir accepted Longhi and his group as
adopted sons. It is here that Longhi was converted and became a Moslem. In the 1950s the
BMA put a price on Longhi's head but it was only

after the British declaration of amnesty to the
shifta that he surrendered. He again returned to
his native village and was popularly elected to
the Eritrean parliament in 1952 as mentioned
above. Though a semi-illiterate man, on all basic
is-
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sues he voted with the Moslem League. In late
1970 he joined the ELF but was to switch in the
1980s and become a member of the EPLF.
Faotingun Longhi's and Idris Hamid Awate's "peoples militia" acted as prelude to the modern
armed national liberation struggle that began in
1961.
Reference: Peasants and nationalism in Eritrea: a critique of
Ethiopian studies By Jordan Gebre-Medhin, P.158

Eritrea Facts 2013
Population: 4,670,000; Capital: Asmara;
556,000; Area: 121,144 square kilometers
(46,774 square miles); Language: Afar, Arabic,
Tigre, Kunama, Tigrinya; Religion: Muslim, Coptic Christian, Roman Catholic, Protestant, Baha’i.
Currency: Nakfa; Life Expectancy: 54yrs;
GDP per Capita: U.S. $700; Literacy Percent:
59
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CREDITS

Credits are assigned to denote ownership of images found in this
document. Images captured from websites are duly noted. Baha’i symbols are from a ‘free usage website’, and quotations from
Baha’i writings are identified according to source. I’ve also used
scanned images of old Italian postcards I purchased at a local
market in Asmara.
All other images (photographs) are mine, captured during my
stay in Eritrea. They form a part of my personal files, namely,
Dawn’s New Day Baha’i Archives, an extension that is part of my
larger archival holdings. Continue to the next page.
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